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result of that attempt to secure a peace? Why, as 
every other man except the President of the United 
States knew it would: it ended in his repudiating 





ever, sent a mere clerk: and what had been the || 
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sums had been refunded to sutlers under the 13th 


| article of instructions from the War Department. 


his own commissioner, who had been broken and | 


deprived of his clerkship here at home. 

Now, could gentlemen think the President sin- 
cere in his professed desire to make a peace with 
Mexico? And what was to be the fate of this 
nation if we shall not be able to make peace with 


Mexico on the terms the President has heretofore | 
He would not pretend to portray to the | 


desired ? 
committee what would be the result if we conquer 
the whole of Mexico and annexgt to this Union. 
Political sages of this country have spoken on this 


subject, and they have warned the nation of the | 


dangers to be apprehended from the experiment. || 


But the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Sims] 
yesterday told them that the speechesand addresses 
of such men as Mr. Clay and Mr. Gallatin have 
made no impression upon ** young America.”? He 
(Mr. C.) thought the gentleman was mistaken. 
Those addresses would make an impression on 
those who were blessed with ordinary intelligence. 


' 
| 


} 


| 
| 


To that letter the Secretary replied. And how 
much did the committee suppose had been returned 
to sutlers at Vera Cruz? Why, while the amount 
reported to have been collected to the 31st October 
was $297,473 10, the sum refunded was the pitiful 
amount of $153 67. 

And in his letter, the Secretary told the commit- 
tee he did not know whether that amount had been 
refunded to sutlers. He says: 


“It is not known whether Messrs. Robinson and Wood- 
ruff, at Vera Cruz, were actual sutlers to the 3d regiment of 
Hlinois volunteers ; but as it appears from the return made 
that the sum refunded to them was for goods sold to that 


regiment, it is probable they were.”? 


Such was the caution and care exercised by the 
President to guard our officers, soldiers, and sail- 
ors, from contributing to the military contributions 
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Mr. HOUSTON gof Alabama, next obtained the 
floor. He said, that for several days he had been 
endeavoring to get the floor at night-fall, that he 
might have the morning for his speech; but he had 
been unsuccessful, and hence he had availed him- 
self of this opportunity to make some remarks on 
the question pending before this committee. ' He 
had desired, before this debate closed, to submit 
some remarks in reply to the very elaborate state- 
ment of the chairman of the committee of Ways 
and Means. He had also desired to reply to some 


| comments which fell from the gentleman from Mis- 
| sissippi, [Mr. Tompxins,] in the course of a speech 


imposed on Mexico. At Matamoros and Saltillo, | 


it did not appear that a single dollar had been re- 
funded. The whole amount refunded at Tampico 


|| barely exceeded $7,200. A few days ago, a gentle- 
| man from Mississippi, inaddressing the committee, 


They might not, to be sure, have much effect with | 
those who were imbued with a spirit of Quixotism, | 
which seemed to characterize the President of the | 


United States. Our Don Quixotte, however, was 


more fortunate than his prototype; for, while he | 
had but one Sancho Panza to follow in his steps, | 
and to wait upon his wishes, our President has a | 


host of Sancho Panzas, who would like to rule the 
countries and islands he may conquer. 

He was in hopes some gentleman who was 
better able than he was would take up the message 
ef the President and scrutinize its assertions and 
positions, for it could be done not only now but to 
the end of the session. As his time was rapidly 
passing away, he would but notice one other posi- 
tion of that message. He referred the committee 
to page 18, on which was the statement that, after 
the adjournment of the last session of Congress— 
on the 3lst of March—the President issued an 
order creating a tariff for Mexico. Why the 
President had not submitted such a plan to Con- 
gress before its adjournment he was at a loss to 
discover. The President, however, professed to 
have guarded against making this tariff burden- 


some on our soldiers and sailors who fight our 


batties. He says: 


“Care was taken that the officers, soldiers, and sailors of 
our army and navy should be exempted from the operations 
of the order; and as the merchandise imported upon which 
the order operated must be consumed by Mexican citizens, 
the contributions exacted were, in effect, the seizure of the 
public revenues of Mexico, and the application of them to 
ourown use. In directing this measure, the object was to 
compel the enemy to contribute, as far as practicable, tu- 
wards the expenses of the war.’? 


Being anxious to know more of this important 
plan than the President communicates, he turned 
to the report of the Secretary of War, who has 
this matter under his control, and on page 573 he 
found this passage : 


“ Whenever any goods are imported by sutlera, and the 
duties paid by them, as is required by these regulations, and 
When the sutler shall first prove to the satisfaction of the 
commandant of the port that said sutler has actually sold 
any of said identical goods so imported by him, to any 
officer, soldier, sailor, or marine, for their own actual indi- 
vidual use and consumption, and not as merchandise for 
resale, then and in that case the duties so actually paid on 
said goods so sold to any officer, soldier, sailor, or marine, 
as aforesaid, shall be refunded to said sutiers; but, before 
refunding the money so collected, it shall be the duty of the 
council of administration, which, under the direction of the 
commandant ofthe post, fixes the price of sutlers’ goods, in 
delermining the price of any of said goods so sold as afore- 
said by them, to deduct the duty so paid from the price, 
with a view to avoid imposing any of the burdens of the 
duties herein preseribed upon the army or navy of the 
Union. And all officers’ individual stores introduced for 
their own actual use, and equipments required by law, are 
exempt from duty.” 


The money, then, was to be refunded to the 
soldier and sailor, which, it struck him, it would 
be difficult to reduce to practice a0 as to save the 
soldiers and sailors fram paying this contribution 
to sustain the war, and therefore, as a member of 
the Committee on Expenditures of the War De- 

artment, he add a letter to the Secretary of 
ar, requesting him to inform the committee what 
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spoke of the tariff of 1842 taxing the shirts, hats, 
coats, and other useful and necessary articles of 
the farmer; but here it was seen that the Presi- 
dent taxed the officers and soldiers-and sailors, 
while they were engaged in fighting this glorious 
war, 


He should now pass to another message of the | 


President of the United States—that in which he 
gave his refusal to furnish the instructions with 
which Mr. Slidell went to Mexico, for which this 
House, by resolution, had called. And what were 
the President’s reasons for his refusal? He said 
it would be inconsistent with the public interests 
to comply. Now, the President, in his (Mr. C.’s) 
opinion, had not one inch of ground to stand upon 
for the justification of his refusal. What did Mr. 
Slidell go to Mexico for? To settle the boundary 
between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, a tract 
of country which no man there would care to pos- 
sess. And whatelse? To obtain the pitiful sum 
of three millions of dollars from Mexico, that be- 
ing the amount of the claims of our citizens against 
her. 


secret? The territory itself was worthless, so that 
the three millions was the most important subject; 
and what was there in that that required so much 
secrecy? Nothing that he could by any possi- 
bility see. Since that time, too, our relations had 
changed. Then we were in a state of peace; now 
we are in a state of war. Now we are negotiating 
at the point of the bayonet and the mouth of the 
cannon; then no hostilities had been commenced. 
What, then, was the reason for which the Pres- 


ident of the United States kept from Congress the | 
|| the Treasury ? \ 
| brought in a bill according to his own judgment, 


instructions given to Mr. Slidell? There was 
nothing in the public interests that could be inju- 
riously affected by it. Did the President send by 
Mr. Slidell an ultimatum, and was that the reason? 


Why, an ultimatum was sent by Mr. Trist, and | 
that had been furnished. The President, by a | 


message received a few days since, informed them 
that his ultimatum was New Mexico and Upper 
California. Why, then, he repeated, should the 
President keep secret the instructions given to Mr. 
Slidell, when L 

iven to Mr. Trist? The gentleman from Georgia, 
Mr. Sternens,] who addressed the committte on 
this subject a few days ago, it appeared to him, 


gentleman believed the President would not fur- 
nish those instructions because they would crimi- 
nate himself, which a criminal in our courts was 
not required to do. It was not the public interests, 
then, that would be injured by a compliance, but the 
crimination of the President would be the result. 
That was the only rational conclusion to which 
they could come in regard to it. It was a well- 
known principle, that when a party had testimon 
in his power which he would not 
would be taken as operating against him, for it 
was reasonable to suppose that if it would go in 
his justification he would produce it. 


| mendations of the Administration ? 


| towards any member. 


| 


which he made on this floor; but he had now great- 
er interests of the country to attend to, and there- 
fore he should confine his remarks to the bill before 
them. He should defer his reply to the gentleman 
from Mississippi to some other occasion; but at 
the first convenient moment, he intended to com- 
ment on that gentleman’s remarks, and in such a 
manner as to make himself distinctly understood. 
He cid not ordinarily indulge in harsh terms 
It was not his habit to do 
so. Hecertainly should not do so now, but ad- 


| dress himself to the positions of the chairman of 


the Committee of Ways and Means respecting the 
bill under consideration. And what an extraordi- 
nary spectacle had been exhibited to the country 
and to the world by that honorable gentleman! 
Here was a bill which that gentleman, with the 
aid of his friends, had framed, not only as to the 
amount, but the details also; and yet, after on 


| it, he was himself the very first to assail it, an 


to present insuperable objections to its passage. 
What were we to understand by that? Was it 
that this House was merely to register the recom- 
Or were they 
to carry out what they believed to be proper in the 


| discharge of their solemn trust as Representatives 


| 
j 
{{ 
} 


of the people? The gentleman from Ohio said, 
that he moved to reduce the amount of the loan 
from $18,500,000 to $16,000,000, not on his own 


| judgment, but in pursuance of an Executive recom- 
|| mendation; and went on in his remarks to say, that 
|| he believed that $16,000,000 would not be sufficient 


Well, was there anything in either of these | 
matters of negotiation that required to be kept || 


to carry the Government forward, but that from 
twenty to twenty-five millions would be necessary. 
Now, he put it to the gentleman from Ohio and to 


'| the committee, and asked what system of political 
| morals was that by which the chairman of the 


\| 


i} 


Committee of Ways and Means, under all his 
multiplied obligations as a member of the House 


|| and the head of one of its most important commit- 


i} 


\| tees, could come here and airs a bill, which, in 


his conscience, he believed to be insufficient for the 


|| purposes of the Government? Did the honorable 


| 


gentleman from Ohio desire to stop the wheels of 
the Government? Was he willing to yield up his 
own opinions to the Executive or the Secretary of 
If he was not, why had he not 


|| asking the House to give twenty or even twenty- 
|| five millions, if he thought so much was required ¢ 


} 
i 


But the gentleman from Ohio did not, in every 
respect, confine himself to the recommendations of 
the Executive; for while he seemed, in this instance, 


| to be willing to consent to the amount recommended 


'| by the Secretary of the Treasury, he wag not will- 


tells us what were the instructions | 


ing to yield to the balance of the recommendations; 
and thus he presents a bill of such a character that 


'| its paternity could not be determined. That gen- 


| 


} 


i 
i 
j 
' 


‘ 


| 


had struck upon the correct conclusion. That | 





tleman argued that we could not get the money, 
because of the pecuniary pressure under which 
the country was laboring: would he, then, tell the 
committee why he had changed the character of 
the bill from that which was recommended by the 
Executive, giving the alternative between treasury 
notes and stock? . : 

Mr. VINTON. Will the gentleman give me 
permission to interrupt him? 2 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will, if the-time will not be 
hour. 
The CHAIRMAN replied that no such arrange- 


roduce, it || ment could be entered into. 


Mr. HOUSTON, then, could not consent to 
yield the floor. 
Mr. VINTON, however, was heard to remark, 
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treasury notes. How beautifully consistent! Mr. 


354 


_ 3 P | 
from his seat, that he had not said the money | 
could not be raised, nor intimated anything of the |} 
kind. 

Mr. HOUSTON said the argument of the gen- 
tleman went to show that that was the fact. If it 
were not so, why did he argue about stock being 
below par? . 

Mr. VINTON here interposed to say that he 
never had said that the money could not be raised. 

Mr. HOUSTON admitted that the gentleman 
had not said so in so many words; but the drift of 
his whole argument, and almost of his entire 
speech, was to show that such would be the re- | 
sult. Else why had he argued about the effect of 
the panic? Why had he dwelt on the fact that the 
six per cent. stock of this Government was below 
par? The géntleman had told the committee that 
the result of the bill was “ unfortunate,’’ because | 
every dollar obtained under it would prove an in- 
jury to the business of the country to at least the 
sameamount, According to the gentleman, then, 
every dollar obtained on this loan would be a dol- l} 
lar and more deducted from the business and the 
prosperity of the country. Now, without under- 
taking to reply to this prediction, or showing that | 
his prophecy was incorrect, he would, ask that 
gentieman, if he believed what he said, how he 
could report such a bill? 








erity of the country to the amount of sixteen mil- 
oe of dollars? 

the gentleman's own showing, his own bill would | 
injure the country over sixteen millions of dollars. 


And, be it remembered, that this was done by the || 
gentleman’s own choice, not in compliance with | 


any Executive recommendation. The feature of 
the bill recommended by the department, for treas- 
ury notes, the gentleman struck out; he retained 
the sum asked for, but refused the issue of treas- | 


| 


ury notes—an operation which any man who had || 


reached to monosyllables in the volume of political 
economy could not but know must largely aid and 
promote instead of injuring the business and pros- 
perity of the country. 

But the gentleman had said further, that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, after having tried to divorce 
the Government from all banks, had turned about 
in hot haste and entered into a traffic in Govern- 
ment paper far more worthless than the vilest of 
bank paper that ever was issued; and referred 
back to the treasury notes issued during the war 
of 1812 to show it. Now, on this subject of the 
issue of treasury notes, he would ask the gentle- 
man, in all candor, why he himself had voted for 
the very measure which he now denounced with 
such harshness? When he was indulging in 
so great severity of remark on the principle of 
treasury notes, he forgot to apprize the commit- 
tee that he had himself sanctioned it by his own 
vote. Mr. H. had looked at the record, and he 
found such to be the fact. And he was informed 
that another gentleman on the same side of the 
House, [Mr. Crozier,] who had just taken his 
seat, and who had joined in the same bitterness of 
remark in reference to the issue of treasury notes, 
had in like manner cast his own vote, at the last 
Congress, for the issue of twenty-eight millions of 





H. here would read to the committee a little of the 
language of the gentleman on this subject. [Mr. 
H. here quoted from the speech of Mr. Vinton. ] 

He then went on to deny that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had in any instance paid a creditor of the 
Government in paper money of any kind, unless 
such mode of payment was preferred by the cred- 
itor. If we could rely in the slightest degree on 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, if that 
functionary was possessed of any veracity at all, 
his statement showed, that instead of having dealt 
in bank paper, or any other form or species of 
paper money, he had only done the very thing 
which the gentleman from Ohio had vod tek it 
was right in him to do. That officer had paid out 
nothing but the constitutional currency, (gold and 
silver;) yet the gentleman had rated him in the 
most unmeasured terms for complying with the 
law passed by his own vote. But Mr. H. had a | 
good deal more to say, and must hasten on. 

If the gentleman proposed to reduce the amount | 
of the loan at the Executive recommendation, why | 
did he not, in compliance with the Executive recom: | 
mendation, retain the treasury note feature in his | 








Pass this bill, and, according to || 


| would have reported such a bill as the minority 
of that committee now desired. 


| had not recommended; and the chairman of the 
Was it, then, the object || 
of the honorable chairman of the Committee of |) 
Ways and Means to injure the business and pros- | 











the loan taken? This would have enabled him to | and a half millions, it would be thirty 
| avoid in@icting that terrible injury which he pre- | 


dicted on the business and prosperity of the coun- || 


try under his present bill. 
But if the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,] 
and Mr. H.’s other friends on the other side of the | 
House, were desirous of fastening responsib 
on the Administration, why, in the name of com- 
mon fairness, did they not give the Administration | 
all they asked for? After taking out of the bill the 
leading feature which the Administration had de- 
sired to have introduced into it, could they success- 
fully charge the failure of the loan, should it fail, 
on the Administration? Would they have any 
right to make any such charge if they refused its | 
recommendations? By doing this, would they not 
effectually fasten responsibility on themselves? 


Most assuredly; nor could the gentleman from |) 


Ohio, by any ingenuity, shift that responsibility 
off his own shoulders and that of his party. Why 
had the Committee of Ways and Means been 
changed? But for this change that committee 


But its organiza- 
tion had been changed, and they had now reported 
to the House a bill which the Treasury Department 


committee was himself the first man to give the 
billa blow. Who would be found willing to take 
up the gentleman’s bantling when he spoke of it in | 


| the way he had done? Mr. H. and his friends 








| 


| in this respect, the chairman of that committee 


| to the 
| placed in such a position inflicted a stab on the 
| most delicate and vital part of the fiscal operations 


did not want to have anything to do with it; and, | 
though an honorable friend of Mr. H.’s, from | 


Feb. 15, 





diate “eight mil. 
lions and a half of deficiencies for that year, 


But Mr. H. would now attempt to speak to the 
subject of these estimates. He had thought. a 
little while ago, he saw a certain gentleman very 
famous in this House and in the country for his 
deep knowledge on tariffs, on iron, on labor, and 
all that; but he believed he had walked out. He 
was very sorry he was gone, as he wanted to say 
a word or two to him. 


Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. I am here: 


go ahead. 


Mr. HOUSTON. That gentleman had told the 
House that the tariff of 1846, in the first year of 
its operation, had yielded but twenty-three mil- 
lions of revenue. Was that a fair calculation? 
Could he intend to convey this idea as a correct 
one? The tariff of 1846 had not gone into Oper- 


ation until December of that year, and therefore 
| there had been in that year five months under the 
| gentleman’s own*beloved tariff of 1842. 


| out one. 


Kentucky, might be willing to support it, yet Mr. | 
H. did not doubt that he regretted that his chair- | 


man had deserted him in its support. 
But Mr. H. must go on; his time was passing 


rapidly, and he must get to the treasury estimates. | 


He would therefore leave this branch of the sub- 
ject, observing only, that in omitting the feature 
of treasury notes, the gentleman from Ohio had 
assumed a responsibility not to be sought, if not 
to be avoided. 

The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means of the House of Representatives exerted, | 
necessarily, from the position he occupied, an | 
extraordinary influence over everything connected | 
with the fiscal concerns of the country. Indeed, 


was second to no man in the Government but the 
crag 4 of the Treasury, and hardly second even 
Secretary himself. Before a gentleman 


of the Government and the country, he ought 
certainly to have first matured his plans, and 
well weighed every statement he ventured to make. 
He should not come before the House, and de- 
clare that the Government, instead of sixteen, 


dollars to meet the necessities of the treasury. 
This estimate, Mr. H. would say, was a mere 


guess. The gentleman had all the estimates of the 


| treasury before him: why, then, did he not put his 


finger on the deficient points in those estimates? 
But, instead of doing this, his own estimates left 
a gap as wide at least as the accidental error of 


| one of the clerks in the treasury, of which so | 


much had been said. And this same mistake 
followed the gentleman through all the calcula- 
tions he had made. It was the same in regard 
to the deficit of 1849 as the deficit of the present 
year. Mr. H. did not believe there was a mem- 
ber of the House who was capable of reading the 
documents that could not make as good a guess as 
that. The gentleman gave the Secretary a hit or 


two about the mistakes of his clerks; but said | 
he presumed that those errors had now all been |, receipts would be abundantly sufficient to equal 


He accused the Secretary of over esti | 


corrected. 
mating the receipts of the treasury by five millions 


of dollars, and underrating the expenditures by | 


two millions and a half. The gentleman then 


added both these sums to the sixteen millions | 


asked for by the Government, and said the real 
deficit would be twenty-two millions. Now, every 


/one who knew enough of arithmetic to add two 


sams together, would be able to detect an error of 
a million of dollars in the result. This alone was 
sufficient to show that the gentleman from Ohio 
was the very last man who was entitled to call the 
Secretary to account for errors in his figures. 

The gentleman had committed a similar error as 
to the debt of the Government. He maintained 


bill, and thereby secure the certainty of having |! that at the end of June, 1849, instead of twenty 


| 
would need from twenty to twenty-five millions | 


Mr. STEWART. Does the gentleman contra. 
dict any one thing that I said? 
Mr. HOUSTON said he had not time now to 


enter into a tariff discussion with him, but he 
| would only reply that he did not believe there was 


one correct position in the gentleman’s speech, 

Mr.STEWART. Will you point out one that 
is not? 

Mr. HOUSTON said he had already pointed 
There was not a man of common sense 
in the House who did not know that the tariff of 
1846 did not go into operation till five months after 
the commencement of the fiscal year on first of 
July, 1846. 

But he was coming to the estimates; and he 


| wished to test them only by what was fair and 


right. He was glad his friend from Kentucky 
(Mr. Moreneap] was so near him, taking notes, 


/and would reply with the ability he was known to 


possess. Mr. H. would call attention first to the 
estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
In July, 1846, the Secretary, in reply to a call 


| of the Senate upon him to state the probable results 


of the tariff of 1846, estimated them, for the fiscal 
year ending in June, 1847, at $27,835,000. In 
December, 1846, he adopted the estimates he had 


| made for the year, and estimated the revenue of 


the year ending June 30, 1848, at twenty-eight 
millions. This was from customs; for it was to 


| the product of the customs that Mr. H. was now 


1 


\| 





confining his remarks. These two years put to- 
gether were then estimated to produce an aggregate 
of $55,835,000. Now, the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Vinton] charged the Secretary with having 
over-estimated the receipts of last year by five mil- 
lions of dollars. Mr. H. granted that the estimates 
had exceeded the receipts somewhere about four 
millions from customs. But he would now look 
at the receipts, quarter by quarter, and month by 
month, and it would soon be made to appear 
when and where the deficiency commenced. The 
total receipts for the year, instead of running up to 
twenty-eight millions, had been but about twenty- 
four. But where had the falling off commenced? 
Five months of these two years had been spent 
under the tariff of 1842, and nineteen under the 
tariff of 1846. In actual receipts, those five months 
had yielded $7,869,000; the other seven months of 
that fiscal year had yielded $15,900,000; in all, 
$23,774,000. Now, he put it to the gentleman to 
say where had been the falling off-—during the first 
five months, or during the last seven? The seven 


months had yielded more than double the preceding 


| 


| near twenty-four millions, 


five. 
Mr. H. said that the amount already received 
this year from customs, showed that the total 


the estimates submitted by the department to Con- 
gress. The year ending in June, 1847, had yielded 
The first half of this 
year had produced sixteen millions: those of the 
iast month (January, 1848) alone were over three 
millions. So that the nineteen months (five under 
the tariff of ’42) had produced, from the customs 
alone, a revenue of $43,418,000, leaving only 
eleven miilions to be made up during the other five 
months. During the first week of this February, 
the gross receipts had been’ but a fraction short of 
a million of dollars. .So, if we took this year, a8 
far as it had gone, there remained but little over 
ten millions to be raised, and five months to do it 
in. The tariff of 1846 had gone into operation on 
the Ist December, 1846. The receipts for twelve 
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months thereafter had been over thirty-one mil- 


ons. 2 

" But he might be told, and it had been said in 
debate here, that the receipts during the first few 
months under the new tariff had been unusually 
jarge, because large amounts of goods remained in 
warehouse waiting for the reduced duties, which 
rushed in like a flood as soon as the law went into 
efect. But an examination of facts would show 
this argument to beunsound. Mr H. held in his 
hand a table, from which it appeared that on the 
day the tariff of 1846 went into effect, (1st Decem- 
ver, 1846,) there were in warehouse goods on 
which revenue had accrued, but had not been re- 


ceived, to the amount of $1,455,000. On the Ist of || 


September 1847, they had amounted to $1,264,000, 
and on the Ist November, 1847, to $1,185,000; and 
on the Ist December, 1847, they amounted to $1,- 
344.000, only $110,000 less than on the 1st Decem- 
per, 1846. Yet it was pretended that just before 
December, 1846, goods to a vast amount had been 
held up for the low duties, and as soon as the tariff 
went into operation, they came in at once and 
flooded the country! Facts and figures showed 
this not to be true 
coods lay in the warehouse now, at this very 
ume. So that the representation on which gentle- 
men had so confidently relied was falsified by the 
record; and the rise under the tariff of 1846 was 
to be attributed to other causes. 


Mr. STEWART. Will the gentleman let me 


reply? 
Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir, he could not. He 


had shown that the great falling off was not to be 
accounted for in the.way supposed. Of the five 
months under the tariff of 1842, the first three had 
produced $6,153,000, the other two had produced 
$1,700,000. 

‘he comparative result of the two tariffs might 
be tested in another way. ‘The tariff of 1846 had 


in thirteen months yielded $34,700,000; divide this | 


by thirteen, and the average would be $2,669,000. 
This was much larger than that of the last two 
months of the tariff of 1842 taken together. So 


that the general average under the present tariff, | 


instead of falling below the estimates of the Sec- 
retary for the year, would exceed them. 


The Secretary, in December, 1847, reéstimated 


Ject of the public lands. 


| on the subject of consistency? 
| that these public lands were solemnly pledged; 


| them as a part of the general revenue. 
An unprecedented amount of | 


| Strong. 
| ToN’s speech.] Now, would the gentleman who 


three millions. Now, from the first quarter of the 
present year the proceeds had been $896,000, and 
for the second $940,000, making a total for tue half 

year of $1,836,843. Mr. H. thought it likely it 

would be for the other half year about two mil- 

lions. The total amount would overgo the three 

and a half millions which the Secretary had esti- 

mated. 

' Mr. H. wished to say a word in reply to another 

point of the gentleman’s argument on the sub- 

He would not willingly 

misstate him, and he therefore desired his atten- | 
tion. Both that gentleman and the gentleman | 
from Indiana (Mr. C. B. Smiru] had argued that 

the estimate of the Secretary was unfounded, be- 

cause the proceeds of the land sales were already 

pledged for the repayment of the loan effected last 

year. Well, taking the argument as these gentle- 

men themselves had put it, how stood their account 


He (Mr. V.) said 


and he condemned the President in the strengest 
terms for considering the proceeds derived from 
The gen- 
tleman’s language on this point had been very 
[Heré Mr. H. quoted from Mr. Vin- 


spoke in this lofty strain about keeping public 


pledges inviolate tell the committee whether he || 
| himself had considered this pledge as inviolate? 
| Had not that gentleman himself voted to impair 


the pledge at the last session? The gentleman | 


| could argue eloquently now against the violation 
| of pledges; but when it was known that that gen- 
| tleman had himself voted to violate this pledge 
|| of the public lands, by giving bounty lands to the 
| soldiers, how much weight would his lecturing the | 


House be likely to have on the conscience of its | 

members? He asked the gentleman whether he 

had not voted for the bounty lands? 
Mr. VINTON rose to reply 
But Mr. HOUSTON said he could not yield up | 


any part of his time, which was now almost gone. | 





The Journals were here, and he affirmed that the || 


gentleman did vote in the affirmative. 

The gentleman foresaw an “‘ unfortunate result”? | 
from the passage of this loan bill. Yes, it was 
likely to prove as unfortunate for him as his vote | 


1 


|, the floor. 


| with the most serious apprehensions. 


cape, but must admit that he had fallen into an 
error in failing to give credit for the $2,000,000. 
The gentleman attempted to argue from the esti- 


mates ofghe War Department that there was an: 


under-estimate by the Secretary of the expendi- 
tures. But he would call his attention to the let- 
ter from the Quartermaster’s Department, which 
showed the reason of the deficit on the subject of 
soldiers’ clothing, and which he refused to have 
read. The gentleman had not told the committee 
that there were more troops to be clothed this year 
than last, and that there had been a great increase 
of charges for transportation also. If new supplies 
of troops should not be sent, the charges under this 
head would be much diminished. Then it should be 
remembered that we had mounted more men than 
had at first been estimated for. The gentleman 
had not said a word about the charge for heavy 
transportation as a reason for the increased ex- 
penditures, or the rise in the price of rations, bread 

stuffs, and supplies of all kinds. 

The gentleman had said that the Secretary 
required the Quartermaster General to reduce his 
estimates for his department. Mr. H. denied that 
statement. He (Mr. Vinton) said the committee 
were left in darkness as to the reason of the reduc- 
tion; while the Quartermaster General had fully 
stated to the Committee of Ways and Means 

Here the much-dreaded hammer knocked; and 
the gentleman from Alabama sank into his seat, 
exclaiming, ‘*No matter—I’ll write and print 
set”? 

Mr. HUDSON, of Massachusetts, next obtained 
He said that the present condition of 
our country is well calculated to fill the mind 
We are, 
said he, in the midst of a war—a war which a ma- 
jority of this House have declared to be ‘“‘unneces- 
sarily and unconstitutionally commenced by the 
Exceutive.’? War in itself is at all times a great 
calamity: but when it is commenced without just 
cause, and is prosecuted for the unholy purpose of 
conquest, it becomes a crime of the deepest dye. 
Such, I am persuaded, is the character of the war 
in which we are now engaged. It has already 
sent to a premature grave many thousands of our 





| citizens, involved us in a heavy national debt, 


filled our people witlt a thirst for conquest, degraded 





the receipts for the present veer at thirty-one mil- | 
lions. We had the preceeds for seven months, 
and there remained only eleven millidns to be | 
supplied by the other five months. Taking the 
average of actual receipts, whether by quarters or 
by single months, they warranted a total estimate 
of thirty-two millions. 
Mr. H. went on to say that here was presented | 
to view rather a singular spectacle. Here were 
the regular official estimates of the Government | 
openly assailed by the fiscal officer of this House, | 
and without a reason given. The gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. C. B. Smirn] agreed with the gentle- 
man from Ohio in charging the Secretary with 
overrating the receipts of the treasury, and un- 


to hypothecate treasury notes for specie, and then | 
charge it as an offence that the Secretary had 

done that very thing. The gentleman was him- 

self the first to destroy the sanctity of the pledge | 
of these lands, and now he charged the same 

thing as a heinous offence on the part of the Presi- | 
dent and Secretary of the Treasury. But how || 
could they do otherwise than they had done when || 
acting under that vote of the House? The bill 

granting the lands to the soldiers had passed the | 
House by almost a unanimous vote, but some | 
eighteen voting against it. Now, if the House vio- | 
lated its pledge, how could they expect the Presi- 
dent and Secretary to insist on preserving it? The | 
House had taken the lead, and by its own action || 


us in the eyes of every civilized nation, and brought 
us to a point where the consummation of our am- 
bitious designs may prove the prelude of internal 
| dissensions more to be dreaded than foreign war 
| itself. : 

I shall not, at this time, Mr. Chairman, attempt 
an examination.of the causes of this unnatural, 
and, as I believe, iniquitous war. This has been 
done, and ably done, by others. After the repeat- 
ed exhibitions of the facts in the case, the question 
can hardly be considered an open one. It has 
been demonstrated again and again that the Texas 
we annexed was revolutionary Texas, and hence 
that her boundary was marked by the sword; that 
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derrating the expenditures, and by putting them 
together, made up a deficit of nine millions. And 


as the Secretary (as they charged) had made a | 


blunder of nine millions for this year, they argued 
that they were warranted in coming to the con- 
clusion that he would not be any nearer the truth 


in the next; and so putting down his assumed | 
blunder for next year, they made up the total error. | 


The gentleman from Indiana set down next year’s 
error at nine millions. So they agreed to add 
eighteen millions before the end of 1849. 

How variant was all this from what the Whigs 
had told the country when the tariff bill of 1846 was 


had indicated to the Executive what it thought || 


right in the premises. 

Mr. H. next adverted to what Mr. Vinton had 
said about the amount of the public debt at the end 
of the year 1849. He made it for this year seven- 
ty-three millions, and at the end of next it would 
be one hundred and twelve millions. In remark- 
ing upon this, he charged Mr. V. with charging 
improperly seven millions, and at the same time 
refusing to credit three millions on the other side 
of the account—the sum designed to be kept in the 
treasury. 

The gentleman said we must not touch the rev- 





she never extended her jurisdiction beyond the 
immediate valley of the Nueces; that her claim to 


| the Rio Grande was invalid, and that the resolu- 
| tions of annexation regarded it as such, and re- 


served to the United States the right of settling the 
boundary with Mexico; that Mexico had a cus- 
tom-house at Santa Fé and at Brazos Santiago, 
both upon the left bank of the Rio Grande, where 
our merchants and traders had long been in the 
habit of paying duties to the Mexican Govern- 
ment; that two days after the passage of the reso- 
lutions of annexation, Congress passed an act in 
relation to drawbacks, which recognized Santa Fé 
by name as a Mexican city, and that nine months 


under discussion. They predicted that the tariff 
would yield not more than about twenty millions: | 
many Whig gentlemen put it down as low as six- 
teen millions. They now came in and admitted | 
it would yield twenty-seven millions. The friends | 


enue from the public lands, because it was under 
pledge for last year’s loan. If so, what did he 
do with the two ‘millions from the public lands | 
after paying the interest on last year’s loan? He || 
says it must not go into the treasury as reve- | 
nue: then where must it go? To extinguish last | 
year’s loan: well, and ought he then to refuse to | 


subsequently, the Secretary of the Treasury in- 
foram the House that this act allowing drawbacks 
on foreign exports to Santa Fé, in Mexico, had 
gone into effect, and was beginning to produce the 
most happy results; that we had a consul residing 
at Santa Fé, when our army was ordered into the 
country; that Mexico had not only civil but mili- 


i 


of that tariff did not accept twenty-seven millions: 


e | 
the tables now showed a receipt of thirty-one 


millions; next year would produce thirty-two mil- 
lions; and his own belief was that the amount 
would go on increasing to millions more. 

And now a word on the public lands, to which 
he asked the attention of the gentleman from 
Ohio. He had told the committee that the esti- 
mates of the Secretary were larger than would be 
realized. Mr. H. did not know that the gentle- 
man had the estimates before him. The Secre- 
tary’s estimates from the public lands were for 
this year three and a half millions, and for the next 


ive credit on that loan for these two millions? | 
Did the gentleman propose to pocket this money? | 
What was to become of it? God only knew what | 
he meant to do with it. And, after all, what dif- | 
ference did it make whether the money went into | 


the treasury as general revenue, out of which last || 


year’s loan must eventually be paid, or reserved | 
as a sacred fund to pay that loan? [twas as broad | 
as it was long. If it went to the loan of last year, | 


did it not extinguish so much of the public debt | 


due this year? The gentleman could find no es- |! city of 


tary possession on the left bank of the Rio Grande; 
that the Executive apprized General Taylor of that 
fact, and directed him not to disturb those perma- 
nent establishments, nor to interfere with the laws, 
religion, or usages of the people; in a word, that 
the whole valley of the Rio Grande, whether on 
the right or left bank of that river, was Mexican— 
a Mexican popmeeene y the Mexican lan- 
guage, with Mexican laws, Mexican customs, 
Mexican jurisdiction—as purely Mexican as the 
xico itself. These facts are fully sus- 
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tained by the public records of this Government, | of the army, including volunteers, have, during 


known and read of all men. 

Witha perfect knowledge of these facts, (for we 
cannot suppose the President ignorant of hés coun- 
try’s history,) the Executive ordered our army 
into a territory to which we had no just title—a 
territory in possession of a nation with which we 
were at peace, and there our forces, under the di- 
rection of the President, committed overt acts of 
war, by blockading the Rio Grande and charging 
the Mexican lines, before they had fired a gun or 
obstructed the movement of our army by force. 
Although the design of this war was at first con- 
cealed from the American people, the late avowals 
of the President and his friends leave no doubt of 
its object. [t was commenced and ia prosecuted 
for the unholy purpose of conquest. I will not 
enlarge upon this point. A bare statement of the 
case 1s sufficient to show its injustice, to crown Its 
authors with infamy, and create serious alarm in | 
the breast of every friend of our free institutions. | 

Sut TL will not pursue “this branch of the subject. 
Passing over the causes of the war, and the unholy | 
object for which it 1s prosecuted, | wish to call the 
attention of the committee to the financial embar- 
rassment in which it has involved us. 

At the commencement of the war our finances 


were in the most prosperous condition, there being | 


a surplus of ten millions of dollars in the treasury. 


And now, after the war has been prosecuted some 
twenty months, we are on the verge of bankruptcy. | 


We have consumed the ordinary revenue, ex- 
hausted the ten millions surplus, together with a 
loan or treasury notes of thirty-three millions, and 
are now called upon fora grant of sixteen millions 


more, to supply the wants of the Government | 


during the present fiscal year; and this sum, I am 
persuaded, will be found too small by eight or ten 
millions, as I shall endeavor to show hereafter. 


So that, when the war shall have continued twen- | 


ty-five months, we shall have expended, in addi- 
tion to the accruing revenue, some sixty-eight 
millions of dollars. This is but a part of the bur- 
dens brought upon us by this unnecessary war. 
Our munitions of war, which have been accumu- 
lating for years in our arsenals, some fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars worth of our public domain given, 
or to be given, in bounty to our soldiers, and long 
lists of pensions and private claims growing out of 


the war—these should be taken into the account, | 


and will go far in increasing the sum. These are 
some of the pecuniary burdens which a weak and 


wicked Administration have wantonly brought | 


} >» » n! 
upon the peopie. 


War is necessarily expensive, and is almost | 


another name for oppressive taxation. And I re- 
joice that it is so. It bears the stamp of a prevent- 


ive Providence, and is calculated to awaken the | 


people to a sense of their condition, and to induce 
a strict scrutiny into the conduct of their rulers. 
I am glad that this war has involved the Govern- 
ment in financial embarrassment, because the bur- 
dens of taxation may reach the grand sensorium 
of some men who, mad with ambition and drunk 
with the idea of acquisition, seem insensible to the 


calls of justice and the pleadings of humanity. And | 
I venture to predict, that if the party now in pow- | 


er—the criminal authors of the war—had the man- 
liness to come forward and impose taxes sufficient 
te support the war, and sustain the credit of the 
Government, the people would rise in the majesty 
of their strength, and hurl indignantly from power 
those who have abused the trust which a confiding 
people have reposed in them. 

It is, Mr. Chairman, from a view of the docu- 
ments which have been submitted, impossible even 
to approximate the amount which has been wan- 
tonly wasted in this war of aggression and con- 
quest. The reports of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury are so obscure, and his accounts are so con- 
fused, that it is difficult to understand them. There 
are some items, however, which are perfectly in- 
telligible; and to these I wish to call the attention 
of the committee. I allude to the army expendi- 
tures; and when I speak of these, I do not include 
the whole military establishment, but leave out of 
the account the armories, arsenals, fortifications, 
Military Academy, and that part of the civil ser- 
vice which relates to the War Department. 

The expenditures for the army alone, during the year ending 
a ee eee ak es «+» $3,155 027 


During the year ending June 30, 1346............. . 7,454,577 
During the year ending June 32, 1847............. 33,882,068 


Here we perceive at once that the expenditures 


|, millions too low. 
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the year ending June 30, 1847, exceeded the peace 
establishment of the year ending June 30, 1845, 
$30,727,041; and for the present fiscal year the ex- 
penditure will be much greater. Iam aware that || 
the Secretary of War estimates the cost of the | 
army for the present fiscal year at $27,798,448, | 
being more than $6,000,000 less than it was last 
year; and I am also aware that these estimates are | 

| 


entitled to very little consideration. The Secre- | 
tary last year estimated the cost of the army at | 
$27,733,096, which was $6,148,972 less than the | 
actual cost. And how was this? What occa- | 
sioned this increase of expenditure over the esti- | 
mates which were made when the year had nearly 1 
half passed away? The Secretary would probably | 
tell you that the President during the last half of || 
the year called out more volunteers than had been || 
anticipated, and that Congress created ten new 1 
regiments after the estimates were submitted, and | 
that these were the causes of the increased ex- 1 
penditures. [I admit that this new foree would | 
swallow up the extra $6,000,000; but still, with | 
this’ increased force, the honorable Secretary | 
comes forward, at the commencement of this | 
Congress, with an estimate for the army for only | 
$27,798,448, being but $65,352 more than the esti- } 
mate of last year, when it was too small by || 
$6,148,972. The ten regiments which were created, || 
and the additional volunteers called out, could not |; 
have served more than six and most of them did || 
not serve more than two or three months; and if || 


this carried the expenditures from the $27,733,096 || 


estimated up to $33,882,068, I cannot conceive how 
this increased force called into service during the 
war, and consequently serving during the whole of | 
the present year, can be supported for $6,000,000 | 
less than they were last year, when they served but 
a short time. Besides, we have already been in- 
formed by the Executive Department (see Execu- 
tive document No. 2, and miscellaneous document 
No. 14, published by order of this House) that the | 
appropriations of the last winter for the present | 


fiscal year for the army were $14,014,635 too small, || 


and that this additional sum must be provided for. | 
And yet with these facts staring him in the face, | 
the Secretary presents us with an estimate for the | 


ed expenses for the last year. Nothing short ofa 


| 
army this year less by $6,083,620 than the ascertain- i 
| 


| age of the four preceding years. 





disposition to conceal the real state of the treasury, | 
can account for estimates like these. By 
of the Adjutant General, submitted with the Presi- | 
dent’s message at the last session, it appeared that | 
the army in the field in Mexico amounted at | 
that time to 24,984; and by his report submitted 
with the message this year, it appears that the army 
in the field in Mexico amounts to 43,536; a fact 
which will justify the conclusion, that instead of | 
the expense of the army being $6,000,000 less than | 
it was last year, it will probably be $6,000,000 
more; showing the estimate to be $12,000,000 less 
than the probable expenditures, 

Thus far, Mr. Chairman, I haveconfined myself | 
to the expenditures of the army alone; but if we | 
look at the whole expenditures of the Government, | 
we shall come to the same result, viz: that the es- | 
timates are not at all reliable, being far below the 

'actual expense. The ascertained expenditures of 
the last year are set down by Mr. Walker at | 
$59,451,177; while the estimate for the present | 
year is $58,615,660; being $835,517 less than the | 
actual expenditures of last year. The improbabil- | 

| ity of this result will appear from the facts already 
|| stated. We have already seen that the army in 
|| the field the present year 1s eighteen thousand five 
|, hundred rank and file greater than it was last year; | 
| and there are now vacancies amounting to more | 
| than fifteen thousand in the regular and volunteer 
|| forces, which the President is authorized to fill, | 

‘| and which he is now filling with all possible de- 

‘| spatch. The Executive has informed us that they 
|| have already ascertained deficiencies in the differ- | 
| ent departments, in the appropriations of the last | 
| session for the present fiscal year of $14,229,844. 
_ From every view we can take of the subject, I am | 
| satisfied that the estimates are from eight to ten | 
It is difficult and even impossi- | 

| ble to estimate the expenses of the campaign with 
perfect accuracy, but we have data before us suffi- | 


| cient to show that the estimates of the departments 
| are notat all reliable. Though the Sccretary of | 


‘ 


the Treasury estimates the total expenditure for 
| the year 1848 at $58,615,114, I have no doubt but 
| that we may add $8,500,000 to this estimate with 





sy a report | 
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perfect safety, bringing the total expenditures of 
the year up to $67,100,000. On the other hand, | 
am satisfied that the Sgcretary of the Treasury we 
over-estimated his receipts. He sets down his 
means for the year ending June 30, 1848, as fy}. 
lows, viz: 








CuUstOins .... ccccce cvcccccevescces ee ccee $31 000.000 
ok. Reyer roy ee eee 3,500,000 
Miscellaneous SOUrces ...... ccecesssccesceees 400,000 


$34,900,000 
No man, as it scems to me, can examine these 


| estimated receipts without being satisfied that they 


are exaggerated. If we compare them with the 
receipts of preceding years, or if we inquire into 
the amount of imports, we must perceive at once 
that the receipt of $31,000,000 from custonis js 
out of the question. To obtain that revenue, we 
must import, for home consumption, goods, wares 


| and merchandise, to the amount of $180,840,02) 


which would be $68,806,632 more than the aver- 
The average 
consumption of imports for the years 1844, 1845, 


, and 1846, was $103,067.692; the consumption for 


the year 1847 was $138,534,480; being $35,466,788 
more than the average of the three preceding years, 
Seeing the imports for domestic consumption for 
the last year were $35,466,000 above the former 
average, I am satisfied that the people cannot, in 
their present embarrassed condition, pay for an im- 
port of $180,840,021; which would be $42,305,541 
more than was purchased last year, and $77,772,329 
more than the average of 1844, 1845, and 1846. 
And yet this enormous importation must be made 
in order to give Mr. Walker his $31,000,000 of 
revenue from customs. The principal reason why 
our imports were so large last year, was the fam- 
ine in Europe, which enabled us to send abroad 
$41,000,000 of breadstuffs and provisions mere 
than during the preceding year: but that cause has 
now passed away; and to infer that we can import 
$77,772,000 more than the average of 1844, 1845, 
and 1846, now that the famine has ceased, because 
we imported $35,466,000 more than that average 
while the famine existed, shows a love of the mar- 
velous hardly consistent with financial calculations. 

I believe that the revenue from customs cannot 
with any propriety be estimated above $26,500,000 
for the year 1848; and to obtain that revenue, we 
must import for home consumption $154,059,861; 
which is more than $15,525,000 above the imports 
of Jast year, and more than the country can sup- 
port. In estimating the revenue for the present 
year, | have taken the last year’s imports and 
revenue as the basis, though that basis is altogether 
too favorable to the Secretary. Five-twelfths of 
the last year was under the tariff of 1842, where 
the rates of duty were from five to ten per cent. 
higher than under the present tariff. So that, to 
realize the $31,000,000 estimated by the Secretary, 
we must in fact import a larger amount than I 
have stated; and the $26,500,000 which I have set 
down as the amount to be received would in fact 
require an import of more than the $154,059,000 
already stated. But, as I wish to be upon the safe 
side, I have chosen to adopt the ratio of the last 


year. If I amcorrect in my positions, $4,500,000 
| must be stricken from Mr. Walker’s revenue from 
eustoms,. 


He estimates the revenue from the public lands 
at $3,500,000, which I believe is at least $1,500,000 
more than can be realized from that source. The 
average income from the lands for the last three 
years has been $2,423,276, and there are causes 
which must operate unfavorably upon that branch 
of the revenue. By the act of February 11, 1847, 
it was provided that all soldiers who have served 
twelve months in the Mexican war, or have been 
killed in battle, or have been discharged in conse- 
quence of sickness incurred in the service, shall 
receive one hundred and sixty acres of land, or 
scrip to the amount of one hundred dollars. Some 
twenty-five thousand of these soldiers have been 
discharged, and these land warrants are being !s- 
sued in large numbers, and these warrants will 
absorb a large quantity of the public lands, and 80 
divert the proceeds of the sales from the treasury. 
If I am right in these calculations, the balance- 
sheet at the end of the year will be materially af- 
fected. The case would then stand thus: 

Expenditures above the estimates... .....- $8,500,000 


Revenue from customs less than estimate... 4,500,0% 
Reveaue from lands Icss than estimate ..... 1,500, 


14,500,000 
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Which sum of $14,500,000 added to Mr. Walker’s 
corrected balance, would make $23,314,036 excess 
of expenditures over means on the 30th of June 
next; and hence the loan, including $3,000,000 to 
be left in the treasury, should be $26,314,000, in- 
stead of $16,000,000. 

| regard this part of the subject so important 
that I must beg leave to dwell upon it more in de- 
tail. I have already shown that the importations 
for the last fiscal year, after deducting the reéx- 
portations, amounted to $138,534,480, and that 


this exceeded the average of the three preceding | 


years by $35,466,788. It must be manifest to 
every one acquainted with the laws of trade, that 
our imports and exports fora series of years must 
yearly balance each other. During the last fiscal 
year, our exports of domestic products amounted 
to $150,637,464, being $50,362,848 more than the 
average for the three preceding years. But this 
excess consisted almost entirely of breadstuffs and 
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_ Here, it will be seen that, taking these four | of the three years under the Whig tariff. Thus 
cities, Which comprise more than three-fourths of by the miserable policy of the Administration, the 
the commerce of the country, the balance of trade || best interests of the country have not only been 
for the last six months 1s nearly $30,000,000 || sacrificed, but the Government itself has been 


provisions, and was occasioned by the failure of |! 


the crops in almost every part of the eastern conti- 
nent. The Secretary himself informs us that the 
breadstuffs and provisions exported during the last 
year exceeded the export of the same articles the 


preceding year by $41,332,282. This fact con- | 


firms my position that this large export arose from 
the failure of foreign crops. 
former exports consisted not only in the increased 


This excess over | 


against us, and that specie is rapidly leaving the | 
country; the excess of specie exported during this | 
period being about $3,600,000 above the import. || 
We have had pleasing accounts of the great bal- | 
ance of trade in our favor, and golden dreams of | 
Specie flowing into the country and filling the |, 
vaults of the sub-treasury, presented to us by the || 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury. But we already see || 
that an average harvest in Europe has turned the | 
tables against us, and dissipated those golden || 
visions. {| 

The present condition of the money market and |) 
the general depression of business must reduce the | 
imports for the last half of the year. All experi- | 
ence shows that prosperity in our industrial pur- || 
suits at home contributes greatly to the increase of | 
our commerce; and that we never purchase foreign | 
fabrics so freely as when money is plenty in the | 
country. [tis true that our imports at the present | 


time are heavy, but the depression of prices shows || 
that we have a large supply on hand, and leads us |! 
to expect that the future imports will be light. || 


The pernicious effects of the tariff of 1846 and of || 


| the drain of specie from the country to support a |! 


improved harvest in Europe has checked this , 
export, and we have no reason to expect that we || 


shall be able to send forth this year the same quan- 
tity; andthe reduced price will greatly diminish the 
value of ourexports. In the articles of cotton and 


flour alone, the reduction of price, even if the quan- | 
tity were the same, would reduce our exports sev- | 


eral millions, 
This European famine not only increased our 


exports and consequently our imports, but turned | 


the balance of trade $12,102,934 in our favor. 


But | 


| tures we may soon anticipate a paralyzed agricul- 
| ture and a stagnant commerce. 
| trade should continue so as to give us a large rev- | 
| enue during the present year, its inevitable effect || 


{ | foreign war, are beginning to develop themselves. 
quantity, but also in the increased price. But the | 


| 


Manufactures already feel the shock. The cotton, 
woollen, and iron interests of the country are 


greatly depressed; and with depressed manufac- | 
. ¢ . | 
Even if the tide of || 


| 


would be to diminish our revenue for the next; || 


and so leave as greata deficit on the 30th June, | 


1849, as though it fell within this year. It should || 


'also be observed that the heavy importations of |! 


nothing can be more fallacious than to reason from | 


a single year. In 1837 we actually 


imported | 


$4,280,000 worth of breadstuffs; but it would be | 


avsurd to argue from that fact that we should con- 
tinue to import that amount. 
to maintain that we shall send abroad $65,900,000 
of provisions and breadstuffs annually, because 


we did during the past year, when the famine was | 
so pinching in Europe that we sent out Govern- | 


ment ships laden with provisions as a charity to 
their starving thousands. 


But we need not reason upon this subject. We 


have facts, official and stubborn facts, which show | 
that the tide of trade is already setting against us. | 
The imports during the first quarter of the present | 


fiscal year amounted to $50,675,599, while the 
exports amounted to only $37,937,981; showing a 
balance of trade against us of $12,737,618, which 
exceeds the balance of trade in our favor during the 
past year of $634,634. The entire imports and ex- 
fore for the whole half year have not been received; 

ut | have returns from some of the principal cities, 
as will be seen by the following tabular statement : 
Imports into, and exports from, Boston, New York, Philade!- 

phis, and Baltimore, for the quarters ending September 30 
und December 31, 1847. 














‘Imports for the quarter ending Septem- Exports for quarter 
tember 30, 1847. end’g Sep. 3u, 1847. 


























Boston, merchandise ...... $8,517,913 $2,369,125 
| specie..s.ss scccee 1,197,622 80,65 
New Yorx, merchandise.... 31,412,527 14,607,041 
a SPecie....ccceee 547,350 470,557 
|Philudelphia, merebandise. 4,185,858 1,506,959 
2 specie....... 93,858 
| Baltimore, merchandise.... 1,440,770 2,025,321 
| SPOChS. cccecece 31,639 4.390 
$47,428,517 $2l 065,048 
{mports for the quarter ending Decem-|Exports for quarter 
ber 31, 1847. ena’g Dec. 31, 1847. 
|Boston, merchandise ...... €5,523,074 $2,552,729 
k SPOCIS cue ccce cece 147,123 1,450,445 
New York, merchandise... 13,082,621 7,702,355 
cs specie, .... s+. 199,400 3,917,359 
Philadelphia, merchandise. —— 1,096,901 
; specie ....... 1 
Baltimore, merchandise... 846,735 1,676,312 
specie......... 31,410 
Quarter ending Dec. 31.... $21,950,308 $18,403,699 
Quarter ending Sept. 30... 47,423,547 21,055,048 


Total ......ceseeee+0+ $09,570,045 | - $Bd,453,147 


Nore.—During the same period, our imports of specie 
have amcanted to 82,344,896, and our exports of specie to 
$5,937,004, as seen above. 
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| 
i] 
| 
| 


tea generally come in in the spring, and as this is |} 
free of duty, no revenue will be obtained from that \ 
source. 


A brief view of the finances of the country will |, 


con- |. show the utter failure of the tariff of 1846 as a || 
Equally absurd is it 


revenue measure. Though the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the President in his message assure | 


us that the tariff of 1846 has augmented the reve- | 


| 
| 
| 


nue of the country, every view I have been able to || 
take of the subject leads me to a very different } 
result. The imports and exports, together with | 
the net revenue from imports for the three years | 
ending with the 30th of June, under the tariff of 
1842, were as follows: 





| 
aa | 
| Taports for Domestic ex- | | 














Years. consumption. ports. Netrevenue. 

BR 6a xs «2.905 | $69,950,168 | $99,715,179 | $26,183,570 | 
1845...... 101,907,734 | 99,299,376 | "27,528,112 

1846..... 0000 eeee 110,345,174 | 102,141,893 | 26,712,667 || 

Average.........+- | 103,067,692 | 100,385,616 | 265,808,116 | 








In 1847 they were. ‘| 23,747,854 
Here we have an amount of imports for the last 
year of $35,466,778 above the average of the three 
receding years; and yet the net revenue falls be- 
low the average $3,060,252. The net revenue for 
the three years under the tariff of 1842, assessed 
upon the imports for home consumption, would 


138,534,480 | 150,637,464 | 
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| § tariff of 1842.” 


robbed of twelve millions of revenue ata time when 


| the largest amount from ordinary sources would 


be insufficient to meet the wants of the Govern- 
ment. The receipts from customs for the year 
1847 have not only fallen off $3,060,252 from the 
average receipts of the three preceding years, but 
they have fallen $4,087,867 below the Secretary's 
own estimate submitted to Congress in December, 
1846. 

But it is hardly necessary to point out the blun- 
ders of the Secretary of the Treasury, or to show 
that his estimates are entitled to very little consid- 
eration. Of this, however, we may be certain— 


| that his estimates are always in conformity with 


his preconceived opinions, and are designed to rec- 
ommend his own visionary schemes. In his first 
annual mport on the finances to bring the tariff of 
1842 into disrepute, he estimated the revenue from 
customs for the year ending June 30, 1846, at 
624,500,000; but the result showed a net revenue 
of $26,712,667, showing that the Seretary’s esti- 
mate was $2,212,667 too low. But when he has 
his own darling system before him, there is no 
danger of error on the same side of the question. 
At the opening of the last Congress he estimates 
the receipts from customs for the year ending June, 


|| 1847, at $27,835,731, being $4,087,867 more than 


was realized—the true sum being $23,747,864. 
Thus we see that the Secretary’s fondness for 
his free-trade system leads him into an error of 

2,212,000 in one year, and of $4,078,000 the 
next. 

But in view of all these blunders, and in the face 
of all these facts, the Secretary says: ‘* The new 
‘ tariff has now been in operation more than twelve 
‘months, and has greatly augmented the revenue 
‘and prosperity of the country. The net revenue 
‘from duties during the twelve months ending the 
‘Ist of December, 1847, under the new teriff, is 
* $31,500,000; being $8,528,596 more than it was 
‘during the twelve months preceding, under the 
While this statement may be 
true to the letter, it is nevertheless calculated to 
deceive the public, and is so manifestly unjast, 
that I should hardly expect to see it presented as 
a basis of a settled principle in a grave official 
document. The honorable Secretary could not 
have forgotten, that in his first annual report to the 
29th Congress, he strongly recommended a reduc- 
tion of duties, and that this subject was agitated 
for months before the passage of the act; that the 
bill was reported to the House as early as April 
14, and became a law July 30, 1846. Under these 
circumstances, we know that the importers would 
naturally keep back their orders in expectation of 
the reduction of duties. In this manner the tariff 
of 1846 would operate to check importations long 
before it became a law. And when the bill was 
passed, July 30, 1846, it contained an express in- 
vitation to importers not to bring their goods into 
market until the reduction had taken effect. The 
6th section of that act provides * that all goods, 
‘wares, and merchandise imported after the pas- 
‘sage of this act, and which may be in the public 
* stores on the 2d day of December next, [one day after 
‘ the tariff of 1846 went into operation, | shall be sub- 
‘ ject to no other rate of duty upon the entry thereof than 


|| amount to a duty of 26.01 per cent.; and if we 
|| multiply the imports of 1847 by that rate, it would 
|| give us a net revenue of $36,032,818; which shows 
| a falling off of the revenue under the tariff of 1846, 
| from what it would have been under the tariff of 
| 1842, of $12,284,954. While the Administration 
and its friends are clamorous for a loan of sixteen 
millions, they should remember that if they had 

not wantonly destroyed the best revenue system 
| which this country ever enjoyed, they would have 
| had more than two-thirds of that sum paid into the 
| treasury; nay, if that system had remained in force 
up to this day, it would completely have super- 
| seded the necessity of this loan, and have lefta 

balance in the treasury. Here we have a full 
| illustration of the crude, undigested system of the 
| present Administration—a system which, had it 
| not been for the famine on the eastern continent, 
j 
} 





| 











would have overwhelmed its friends in disappoint- 
ment. If the imports had remained at the average 
of thea three preceding years, the revenue under 
| the present tariff would have amounted to only 
| $17,624,575, or $9,283,531 less than the average 


‘if the same were imported respectively after that day.” 
Such was the provision of the tariff act itself: and it 
_ requires no financial wisdom to see, that during the 
| four months which intervened between the passage 
| of the act and the time when it went into opera- 
tion, the entries of goods would be greatly reduced 
below the usual standard. Our merchants would 
not exhibit that shrewdness which has always 

been ascribed to them, had they not availed them- 
| selves of this opportunity of saving some eight or 
| ten per cent. on their importations. They would 
| delay their orders; or, if their vessels returned, 
they would put their goods into the public stores, 


there to remain for a few weeks till the new tariff 
during the autum of 1846, and throw into the fol- 
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should take effect. This would greatly reduce the 
imports or entries, and consequently the revenue, 
lowing quarter imports and revenue which did not 
properly belong to it. The ny himself has 
furnished us evidence of this fact. In one of the 
tables appended to his report, which is valuable as 


it furnishes evidence to confute his own fallacies, 
he informs us that the revenue in the months of 






























































October and November, 1846, 
480, while in October and November, 1947, it 


amounted to $4,400,000—showing a balance in fa- | 


was only $1,683,- | 


| 
| 


vor of the latter period of $2,711,520. This shows | 


most conclusively that the goods which usually 
come into the country in the autumn were either 
kept back or were not brought into the market ull 
after the Ist of December, when the reduced duties 
took effect. It further appears, by the table of the 
Secretary, that the importations, and, consequent- 
ly, the revenue of the quarter ending September 
30, 1846, were materially reduced by the passage 
of the tariff of July of that year, The revenue for 


that quarter was only $6,153,826, while the aver- 


age revenue for the same quarters for the two pre- 
ceding years was $9,867,825; showing a falling off 
of 43,713,999 from the average. This falling off 
in the revenue of the September quarter, and of 
the months of October and November, 1846, can 
be accounted for on no other principle than the 
effect of the tariff of that year. And $et, with 
these facts before them, the President of the Uni- 


ted States and his free-trade Secretary came before | 


the country with a comparison of the year ending 
December 1, 1846, and the year ending December 
1, 1847, as containing a just illustration of the two 
tariff systems; a comparison the fallacy of which 
must be obvious to the most superficial observer. 

I have already shown, that with an increased 
importation of $35,466,788 above the average of 
the three preceding years, the revenue of 1847 had 
fallen more than $3,000,000 below the average of 
those years; and that if the tariff of 1842 had been 
in operation during the year 1847, with the same 
importations, we should have realized a net reve- 
nue of more than $36,000,000; showing a loss by 
the tariff of 1846 of more than $12,000,000. But 
the Secretary ascribes this increased importation te 
the reduction of duties. 
duties might contribute in some small degree to 
the increased importation, | am ready to admit; 
but that this is the principal cause, no man ac- 
quainted with the subject can believe for a single 
moment. The simple fact that our increased ex- 
port consisted almost entirely of provisions, shows 


That the reduction of | 


us the true cause of our augmented imports and | 


exports; and, unless the tariff of 1846 had power 


over the seasons, and actually scattered blight, | 
mildew, and famine from its wings, it had but lit- | 


tle to dor with our increased export for the last 
year. But, notwithstanding these plain and pal- 
nable facts, the Secretary informs us that the ex- 
port of domestic products, exclusive of gold and 


silver, in 1847, exceeded that of 1846 by more than | 
forty-eight per cent.; and he has given us a table | 
carrying this increase up to 1850, at which period | 


our export will reach $488,445,056! 


honorable Secretary; but I believe that he is the 


only man, even in the present Administration, who | 


would parade such visionary speculations in an 
official document. 


I have, Mr. Chairman, thus far confined myself | 
mainly to the receipts and expenditures of the past | 


and present fiscal years. But, as we are now called 
upon to provide for the next fiscal year, it may be 
well to look into futurity, and ascertain as well as 
we may, what will be the probable expenditure 
for the next year. We have the estimate of the 


Secretary of the Treasury, covering those of the | 


different departments, and it seems peculiarly for- 
tunate that he is able to reduce the expenditures 


very much in proportion to the increase of the | 


force called out. We have already seen the actual 


expense for the year ending June 30, 1847, and | 


the estimated expenditures for 1848; and I will 
now call your attention to the estimates for the 
year ending June 30, 1849, and that they may be 
seen at a glance, I will place them together: 


Actual expenditures for year ending June 30, 1847 #59,451 177 | 
r = 1848 58,615,650 | 


Estimated ' se 
Estiinaied “ « é¢ 1849 55,644,941 

Jt will be seen that Mr. Walker's estimated ex- 
penditures are based on a sliding scale, similar to 


the British corn laws, where the duty is reduced | 
Our force in the | 


with the incrense of the price. 
field is constantly increasing, and yet our estimated 


expenditures are reduced from year to year—the | 
cost of the service for 1849 being $3,806,236 less | 


than the actual expenditures for 1847, though the 
force is much greater. Such is the picture pre- 
sented to us by the official documents. But every 
man who will take the trouble to examine the 


I have no | 
disposition to disturb these pleasing dreams of the | 


SS GN 


subject, will be satisfied that the estimate for the | 


—_ 





| termaster General. 





present and for the next fiscal year is altogether too 
low. There appears to be a systematic attempt, 
on the part of the Executive department, to reduce 
the estimates to the lowest possible point—not, 


however, as it would seem, from a conviction that | 
the sum estimated will meet the wants of the ser- | 


vice, but with a knowledge that if greater expenses 
are incurred, Congress cannot refuse to make ap- 
propriations to pay just debts. I speak advisedly 
when I make this remark. 

Agreeably to law and usage, the officers of the 
different bureaus make out their estimates for 


the coming year, and submit them to the head | 


of the department. These estimates for the next 
fiscal year have undergone an unusual degree of 
pruning. In confirmation of this, I will state a 
fact which will illustrate the principle, and show 
the reliance which may be placed upon the esti- 
mates. The Quartermaster General, on the 4th of 


November, submitted to the Secretary of War an | 


estimate of expenditures in his department for the 
next fiscal year. ‘The Secretary returned the esti- 


mates, with a request that they be reduced. The | 
Quartermaster General complies with his request, 

and, on the 15th of November, submits his revised | 
estimates, saying he has made “ considerable re- | 
He says, however, that his first esti- || 


ductions.”’ 


mates *“* were made out from data derived from 
the experience of the last year.”? He then adds: 


** Whether these reductions be judicious, time | 


* must determine. 1] would not have ventured to 


‘ make them, but for the fact that two sessions of | 


‘ Congress will have terminated before the ex pira- 
‘tion of the fiscal year for which the estimates 


* now submitted, have been made. The sumsasked | 
| * for arrearages for the present fiscal year are not 
| ‘more, I am persnaded, than will be :equired.” 


Here, sir, it will be seen that the Quartermaster 
General, in his second estimates, virtually admits 


that they are too low—lower than the service, in | 


his opinion, will justify. In fact, he was so well per- 


suaded that his estimates were too low, that he says | 


he would not have ventured to make them, but for 
the fact that he could come in at the next session, 


and ask foradditional appropriations, The Commit- | 


tee of Ways and Means, being desirous of obtain- 
ing all the information requisite to a proper under- 


standing of the subject on which they were called | 
to act, addressed a note to the Secretary of War, | 
asking him for the original estimates of the Quar- | 
When the original estimates | 
were sent us, we found that it was literally true | 
he had made ‘considerable reductions.” | 


that 
And what do you suppose, Mr. Chairman, they 
were? How much do you suppose was cut off? 
I will tell you: the modest little sum of $7,901,200! 
But he does it under protest, declaring that he be- 


lieves it will be wanted, as he founded his esti- | 


mates upon the experience of the last year. 
Again, sir: the Secretary of the Navy gives us 


an estimate of $10,905,558; but, after this estimate | 
had been in the hands of the committee some 81X | 


weeks, the Secretary of the Navy comes forward 
and informs us that we can reduce the estimate 
$1,500,000, without any detriment to the public 
service, 
Secretary offer in support of this reduction? What 


new discovery had he made? Why, he had dis- | 
covered just what he must have known when he 


made his estimates—-that certain unexpended bal- 
ances would come over from the last year. 
would he reduce the actual expenditure by this 
means? Not in the least. It would show less on 


paper; but, whether the $1,500,000 were drawn | 


from the treasury under the law of last year or 
this, the sum would be the same, and the means 
must be provided in the one case as much as in 
the other. 

I have stated these facts, not because I am op- 


sed to reduction, but because | am opposed to | 


imposition. I have stated them to show that there 
is a systematic attempt to make the appropriations 
as small as possible. Ido not believe that redu- 


cing the appropriations will reduce the expendi- | 
1 am perfectly | 


tures, on the whole, one mill. I 
satisfied that there is a great unwillingness on the 
part of the Executive to have the enormous ex- 
penditures of this war known. at the present time. 
But the President does not wish to be behindhand 
in the good work of retrenchment, or to be out- 
done by his Secretaries ; and consequently he 
comes in and proposes to cut off the palwry sum 
of some $18,500 from the grants made to the 
poor Indians for the purposes of education! In 
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And what reason does the honorable | 


But | 
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several of the treaties made with the different tribes 
| there is a provision that certain sums shall be paid 

to them annually, at the pleasure of the Presiden; 
for their education and civilization. The differey; 
denominations of Christians who support their 
missionaries among these tribes have received from 
the Government a portion of these funds, whic\, 

they expend for schools among the tribes, and ac. 

count to this Government for the manner in Which 
| itisexpended. The Presbyterians, I am informed 
expend two dollars of their own money, for the 
| purposes of education, for every dollar they receive 
from the Government; the Baptists expend about 
one dollar of their funds for every dollar they re. 
ceive from the public treasury; and the Methodisis, 
who always act as pioneers in every good enter. 
prise, expend their money in aiding the Govern. 
ment to instruct these unfortunate children of the 
forest. And while these heralds of peace and sal- 
vation are willing to spend and be spent in the glo- 
rious cause, civilizing the untutored savages, and 
aos to their dark and benighted minds the 
glories of immortality, the President of the United 
States comes forward, and, taking advantage of a 
clause in the treaties in which a confidence is re- 
posed in him, proposes to strike out these small 
appropriations granted to them for a valuable 
|| consideration. The Executive of a people call- 
ing themselves Christian appears to be unwilling 
that the ministration of life should be dispensed 
among the savages ih our own country; he wants 
the money to dispense the ministration of death 
among the savages in Mexico. He wants all 
the resources of this country to convert, sword 
in hand, the wretched hordes of Mexico, not to 
christianity, but to citizens of the United States—a 
| nation which has spread slaughter through their 
country, and treated them, as they believe, with 
the greatest injustice. 

Here, Mr. Chairman, a question naturally arises, 
why the Administration wish at the present time 
to reduce the appropriations? Their motives are 
in their own breasts. I am satisfied of the fact, 
for they have revealed it; but they have not dis- 
closed the motive. But, being a Yankee, I shall 
claim the prerogative of a Yankee, and guess the 
reason. An important election is approaching, 
and the Administration do not wish to have the 
troublesome question of the expenses of the war 
brought before the people in the next Presidential 
contest. They know that, before we shall assemble 
here again, that question will have been decided one 
way or the other, and that, at that time, they may 
| safely come forward and ask us to appropriate, not 
fourteen millions of dollars to supply deficiencies, 
but thrice that sum. This is my solution of that 
question; and, if any friend of the President on 
this floor thinks me uncharitable, I will ask him 
whether he had not a little rather that these heavy 
appropriations should be put off till the next ses- 
sion. I know he had. If he is frank and candid 
he will admit it. 

But, sir, all these artful attempts to blind the 
— of the people will not avail. The note of 
alarm shall be sounded, and the peo; Je shall know 
the fraud that is attempted to be played off upon 
them. The estimates that are presented are be- 
yond all question too low; and, if this miserable 
war continues, we shall find jt so. That we may 
see what demands the Administration are making 
upon the taxpayers of this country, I will present 
a statement of what they ask, directly and by im- 
plication. 

They ask us to aereeprna certain specific sums, 
and these sums will involve others which are not 
specified; and these incidental expenses will in- 
crease with the continuance of the war. The de- 
ficiencies for this year are already ascertained to be 
more than $14,000,000, and it will be perfectly 
safe to set down the deficiencies for the next year 
at $16,000,000. ‘The account, then, will stand 
thus: 

Appropriations asked for. ............+eee0e0++ G0,644,041 


Appropriations to supply deficiencies this year. 14,220,049 
Deficiencies next year.........0ccceeeeeseees+ 16,000,000 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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85,954,981 
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Here we have direct and tangible appropriations 
for $85,864,900, in round numbers. But this is 
not all: they ask us to grant them ten new regi- 


| ments of regulars, which cannot be enlisted, trans- 
} ported to Mexico, and supported there for a year, 


Then they ask for authority to call 


,000. 








out twenty regiments of volunteers, which, as it 


| judging from the expenses of the-past, short of 
$9,000 
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may in some degree save the expense of recruit- 
ing, I will set down at $17,500,000. If we com- 
ly with the request of the Executive, and grant 
a all the force he asks, and this force should be 
called into service, the account would stand as 
follows: 


Appropriations as above, ...++.++ ++ «$85,864,981 
Ten new regiments of regulars....... 9,000,000 
Twenty regiments of volunteers ...... 17,500,000 

$112,364,981 

Here we have the round sum of $112,000,000; 
and who will say that this statement is exagger- 
ated? Let the whole force now asked for be called 
out, and let the regiments now in the field be filled 
up, and every dollar of this sum will be required. 
There are also several sources of expenditure which 
have not been taken into this account, and which 
will be constantly increasing. If we go on bor- 
rowing money, the interest on the public debt will 
make no inconsiderable sum. The pension list 
will be constantly increasing, and before the end 
of the year, the numerous private claims for in- 
juries sustained in and by the war, will begin to 
‘come in, and the scrip which the discharged sol- 
diers will receive instead of their land bounty will 
be in the character of a public debt, on which in- 
terest must be paid. The exhausted arsenals must 
be replenished, and a thousand other charges inci- 
dent to a war must betaken into the account. The 
incidental expenses of the Florida war, nor the war 
of 1812, nor even the war of the Revolution, areas 
yet all ascertained: so some of the expenses of this 
Mexican war will remain unpaid for a half cen- 
tury. 

And while these enormous appropriations are 
asked for, and this vast amount Is ta be expended 
ina foreign country, but very little regard is paid 
to the interests of our own. While the Executive 
is wasting millions to destroy property abroad, he 
deries to Congress the right of saving property at 
home; while he is slaughtering Mexican soldiers, 
he will not allow us to save the lives of American 
seamen. When bills are passed to improve our 
harbors and rivers, to save the property of our citi- 
zens and the lives of our seamen, the President 
turns round and tells us that we have no right to 
improve our own country, or save the lives of our 
own people. 

Now, sir, in view of our present financial con- 
dition, what is the duty of the Administration ? 
To goon borrowing money, and so entail upon 
our posterity a heavy national debt? No policy 
can be more unwise. Every generation, as far as 
possible, should bear its own burdens, and pay its 
own debts. Our country is amply able to support 
a war on any reasonable scale; and they will do it 
cheerfully, if they believe the war to be just and 
necessary. Why, then, do not the Administration 
come out at once and recommend taxation? Our 
tariffcan be so modified as to give ten or twelve mil- 
lions of revenue more than we are now receiving, 
and at the same time protect our own labor, stim- 
ulate our own industry, and develop our own re- 
sources, This is what every enlightened statesman 
would recommend. And then we should impose 
a direct tax, apportioned among the States agree- 
ably to the principles of the Constitution. But 
while our expenses are increasing, the Adminis- 
tration take no measures to increase our revenue; 
recommend nothing but a paltry tax upon tea and 
toffee. And why do they pursue this narrow, this 
cowardly policy? The Democracy in their con- 
ventions declare that free trade and direct taxation 
are the basis of their theory. Why, then, do not 
the Administration come out and recommend direct 
taxes at once? The money will be needed. Fifty 
millions in addition to all our ordinary revenue will 
not be sufficient to carry us to the close of the next 
fiscal year. And why, I ask again, does not the 
President direct his fiscal agent, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, to ask for a direct tax of fifty mil- 
lions of dollars? 

he reason is obvious. He knows that the mo- 
ment the people are called upon in this manner to 
Support the war, they will begin to inquire more 
fully into its character, and the object for which it 
is prosecuted; and that such an inquiry would end 
in his own condemnation. He knows, too, that 
those States which are the most clamorous for the 
war, would be totally unable to pay their portion 
of the tax. I haveapportioned fifty millions among 
the several States agreeably to the federal basis, 
whieh I will present to the committee: 
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agreeably to the constitutional husis. 


GLOBE. 


<in apportionment of fifty mil ions upon the several States, | 
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The committee then rose, and the Chairman r 

ported in accordance with the said rule. 
Mr. RICHARDSON moved acall of the House. 
Mr. PHELPS moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion was decided in the negative: Yeas 


35, nays 80. 


Mr. RICHARDSON then withdrew his motion 


| for a call of the House, and the committee re- 


sumed its session, 

Mr. NICOLL then addressed the committee, at 
a late hour, in a financial speech, of which we at- 
tempt to give but a bare outline. He expressed 
the embarrassment which he felt in rising to ad- 


| dress the committee upon the subject before them, 
; and the reluctance which, had he consulted his 


: . > ° ° 
personal feelings, would have pore him from 
taking part in the discussion; but referred to the 
fact of his being a member of the Committee of 


| Ways and Means, and of his representing in part 
the great commercial metropolis of the country, 
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New Hampshire ........... 4 do 877,193 
no, as 4 do 877,193 | 
Massachusetts ............. 10 do 2,192,903 
Rhode Island .............. Q do "438.597 
RNONIOUIE 53.5.6 00s o0c6<% 4 do 877,193 
INS ko Ls dug cuk ecu 34 do 7,456,140 
Pe MNUOY snk dn es vesvicess 5 do 1,096,490 
POOROVIVARIR .. 050 <coeccce 24 do 5,263,158 
Se ae 1 do ‘219,298 
MOUNT CS GN ceeds ccékace 6 do 1,315,790 
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How would the Democracy of the Keystone || 
State be pleased with the idea of paying $5,263,000? | 


Could they inscribe that upon their banners, and 


fight as manfully as they did under the banner of | 


‘*Polk, Dallas, and the Tariff of 1842?” What 
would the warlike gentlemen from Maryland say 
to a tax of $1,315,000, in addition to the burdens 


which was so sensitively alive to everything done 
in Congress upon the finances of the country, and 
so deeply interested in having their action discreet, 
proper, and so directed as to interfere as little as 
possible with the great monetary affairs of the 
country, as his apology for troubling the com- 
mittee. 

He referred to the recommendation of the Presi- 
dent, in his late annual message, for a loan of 


| eighteen and a half millions—viz: for deficiency 


fifteen and a half, and for a surplus to be reserved 


| in the treasury, three millions, (which amount re- 


they are now called to bear? What opinion of the || 


war would be entertained by the good people of 


of $1,535,000 in a single year? Illinois would not 


| find it exactly convenient to pay $1,535,000, nor | 





; money. 


Indiana to pay $2,192,000, annually. The sum | 
of $657,000 would, | apprehend, fall rather heavily 

upon Michigan, and $219,000 would remind Ar- | 
kansas that the sinews of war were as troublesome | 
as the war itself. The people of Texas would find 
the glory of the war a poor investment, when they 
were required to pay $438,000 as the purchase 
I might mention Mississippi and Florida, 
and several other States, upon whom this tax | 
would be rather oppressive; but as they are clam- | 


orous for the war, they ought to be willing to bear || 


their share of the burden. Particularly should the 
Democracy of these States advocate direct taxa- 
tion, because they are in favor of the war, and of | 
this mode of raising the means. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the fact is, that neither the | 
Administration nor their friends upon this floor | 
dare recommend direct taxes. 


the people in those States most clamorous for the || 


war, would not sustain it for a single day, if they | 


thought that they must come forward and pay |, 


their fair proportion of its burdens. If such a tax | 


were imposed, we should be compelled to with- 


They know that || 


commended had subsequently been reduced to six- 
teen millions)—as the basis of this bill. The 
President had accompanied the recommendation 


| with a suggestion, which was reiterated by the 
Alabama if it was brought home to them by a tax || 


/ seemed to them feasi 


} 


draw our army from Mexico, not only because we |) 


should not be able to support them there, but be- | 


cause they would be needed to suppress insurrec- 


But this fact is a striking commentary upon the 
character of the war, and of the Administration 


Secretary of the Treasury, that the proper course 
to negotiate this Joan would be similar to that in 
which the loan of last session was negotiated, viz: 
by the issue of treasury notes, fundable in six 
per cent. stock, redeemable after twenty years. 
The Administration also recommended a tax upon 
tea and coffee of twenty-five per centum. That 
was the plan of the Administration. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had not seen fit to 
adopt it, but in lieu of it proposed a simple loan 
of sixteen millions of six per cent. stock, redeem- 
able after twenty years, not to be negotiated below 
par. The minority of the committee had embodied 
the suggestions of the President in a substitute 
which they reported. That was the difference be- 
tween the two plans. 

He confessed that when the chairman of the 
Committee of ae and Means [Mr. Vinton} 
opened the debate, he had expected to hear from 
him a full exposition of the reasons which had in- 
duced the committee to give their preference to the 
bill reported by him. He considered that the mi- 
nority of this House, and the Government, after 
having so deliberately recommended a plan that 

bie, had a right to expect to 
hear the reasons for this rejection of their plan and 
the substitution of another. But, so far as he was 
able to understand the chairman of the Committee 


|| of Ways and Means, he had given no reasons for 
tions, which such a tax would produce. i 
| 
{ 


this change. He seemed rather to have been oc- 
cupied in endeavoring to show that an egregious 
error had been committed by the Administration 


which have wantonly involved us in it. The Amer- || in estimating that only sixteen millions would be 


at all times to sustain the Government |; for the present fiscal year. 


ican people are not wanting in patriotism. They || 
stan mg! 
in war, whatever may be the amount of taxes, 


provided they believe the war to be just and neces- 
sary. The very fact that the Administration dare 
not propose a direct tax is a clear confession that 
they know the war is unpopular with the people. | 
They know that they have plunged the nation into | 
a war without just cause, 
avoid the responsibility, 





} 
| 


required to make up the deficiency in the estimates 
He thought the hon- 


|| orable chairman would have been more wise had 
‘| he attempted to show to the House how he in- 
|| tended to raise the means required to carry on the 
|| Government. 


He (Mr. N.) submitted, that the 
course taken by him would not be very likely to 
facilitate this object; that the capitalists of the 


and now they attempt to || country would not be very likely to be induced to 
and put off the day of || taketheloan by statements so exaggerated in regard 


reckoning by throwing the burdens of this war || to the wants of the Government. 


upon those that come after them. > fath c= | 
stowed upon us, their children, the rich inherit- | 


Our fathers be- || 
| ment, no error had been committed by the 


He should proceed to show that, in his judg- 
cre- 


ance of freedom; but the present Administration | tary of the Treasury in asking for a loan of sixteen 
will, I fear, leave to their successors nothing but || millions; in other words, that there would be no 


tarnished honor and a heavy national debt. 


\| real existing deficiency, so far as any reliance 


Mr. NICOLL then got the floor, but yielded to 1 could be placed on estimates, on the Ist of July 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, who moved that || next, of over $13,000,000; and that a loan for that 


the committee rise; on which motion a quorum 
did not vote. 
The CHAIRMAN directed the Clerk to call 


i 
| 


| amount, and for a surplus in- the treasury of 
t 


$3,000,000, would be amply sufficient. _ 
In minutely examining the different points made 


the roll, in compliance with the 126th rule, which | by Mr. Virrow, and in defence of the Secretary 
uires the Chairman to have the roll called, and || of the Treasury, he first noticed the remarks of 


** the names of the absentees 
to be entered on the Journal.’ 


| 


reported tothe House, 


Mr. V. with reference to the over-estimates of the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the receipts into the 
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and the under-estimates of expenditures for the 
same year, referring to various incidental and ne- 
cessarily unforeseen causes, such as the unusual 
importations of specie in exchange for our — 
of breadstulfs, the large appropriations made by 
Congress, unforeseen at its commencement, the 
impossibility of estimating with entre precision 
the expenses requisite to sustain an army upon a 
theatre of operations a thousand miles distant. 

He next adverted to the fact, which Mr. VY. had 
considered singularly unfortunate, that the Secre- 
tary had not last winter asked for a loan of torty 
millions of dollars instead of twenty-three wuliioas, 
as the whole amount he [Mr. V.] considered wusht 
easily have been negotiated then, when tue money 
market was much more easy than now. He dit- 
fered with the gentleman on the matter of fact, 
maintaining that we had no evidence that the mo- 
ney could then have been raised more easily, and 
that the fact relied on, that $50,000,000 were offer- 
ed for the loan of $23,000,000, did not justly war- 
rant such an inference, as in many cases the differ- 
ent bids, which were principally made by brokers, 
were made on the faith of the same capital in the 
hands of capitalists. 

In reference to Mr. Vinron’s strictures upon the 
estimates of expenditures for the present year as 
under-estimates, he said that the gentleman had 
only specified the estimates for the Quartermaster 
General’s Department, and he argued that, even if 
they were actually increased above the estimates, 
our receipts of revenue from Mexico would be 
probably more than sufficient to supply the defi- 
ciency. The system of the collection of duties in 
the ports of Mexico had been denounced as a 
scheme of plunder, but he held it to be a perfectly 
legitimate exercise of power on the part of a con- 
quering nation, and said there was reason to be- 
lieve, that if the scheme were properly followed 
out, with returning order and an inerease of trade 
in that countey, we should receive a much larger 




































anticipated by many. He had seen statements of 
the revenuesof that country as high as $12,000,000, 
and we had now all that country in our posses- 
sion, for all practical purposes, and could control 
its revenues. 
He next proceeded to argue from the actual re- 
ceipts for the first two quarters of the present fiscal 
ear, and of the month of January and some days 
in February, as well as from other data, that the 
Secretary’s estimate of $31,000,000 revenue from 
imports during the present fiscal year was reliable 
as faras any estimate could be. 
He also estimated that we might rely on the 
amount put down by the Secretary from the pub- 
lic lands this year, and expressed the opinion that 
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treasury for the year ending the Ist of July last, | Let them now devote their best energies to provid- | 


revenue from customs oe than had been | 
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ing for raising this loan of $16,000,000 on the |! 

most favorable terms, and let the future take care || 

of itself. 

In defence of the substitute of the minority of | 
the Committee of Ways and Means, reported by 

Mr. McKay, proposing the issue of treasury notes, || 
} 


he referred to the proviso—which he considered a || 
very important one, and one which, in his judg- 
ment, was calculated to remove the apprehensions | 
entertained on the other side, that, by this issue of 
treasury notes, a government bank and a govern- 
ment paper currency were to be established—that 
the amount of notes outstanding at any time under 
' this act, together with all the issues under previous || 
acts, should not exceed $20,000,000. On the 9th | 
of February, he said there were $19,500,000 of | 
treasury notes outstanding; so that the amount | 
under this substitute could only be increased by |! 
$500,000, and the evils, if any, of the issue of || 
treasury notes had already been encountered. 
But it might be asked, how, then, will this sub- 
stitute afford relief to the treasury, if under it only 
$900,000 additional treasury notes could be out- | 
standing? Hie replied, that the treasury notes were | 
being constantly and gradually absorbed by being || 
funded, and this substitute would authorize tiie || 
issue of treasury notes for every dollar thus fund- | 
ed. ‘He considered the fact of the funding process | 
now going on at the rate of over a million a month, | 
at six per cent., in a tight state of the money mar- | 
ket, and when money in other investments was | 
| bringing ten per cent., gratifying evidence that the || 
credit of the Government was considered good, and | 
a presage that when further offered, either in the | 


} 


form of treasury notes or of a loan, as proposed | 
by the majority of the Committee of Ways and 
| Means, it would not yet be tarnished. 

Mr. DUER inquired if he was to understand | 

his colleague to predict that the loan would be 
| taken at par? 

Mr. NICOLL replied, he believed it would, on 
the plan presented by the minority of the com- 
mittee, and he hoped it would on the other plan, 

though he and those with whom he acted could || 
not be held responsible for its success. | 


| 
He next ——- to vindicate the proposed || 
| plan of relief to the treasury by the issue of treas- 1 
|| ury notes, as the best and most convenient way || 
|| the Government could possibly negotiate a loan; | 
as, while limited to a certain fixed amount, which | 

would be absorbed by accruing revenues, not par- 
| taking of the character of a currency or circulating 
|, medium; as affording a convenient medium of ex- | 
|| changes, and means for temporary investment, 
| which was always sought by large amounts of cap- | 

ital in the cities; and he argued that the loan might || 

be negotiated in this way without occasioning a | 








| direct taxes. 
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estly forward and let the people feel that tax 
is an evil, and induce them to look jealous! 
carefully into ail the expenditures of the G 
ment. 

Now, let him ask his friend, the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, what his side of 
the House proposed. If his views of the financia! 
exigencies of the Government were correct, it wae 
the duty of the majority of the House to come 
forward with a scheme to meet it. Or would they 
fold their arms and say to the Government, wo 
will force you to abandon your free-trade policy } 


ation 
y and 
overn- 


| The responsibility was with them, and not with the 
| minority of the House. The Administration and 


its friends had presented and matured a system of 
revenue, which had worked beyond the mos, 
sanguine anticipations formed of it; which had 
produced prosperity to the country, and increased 
the revenues of the treasury. He saw, in all the 
proceedings of the party opposed to the Adminis. 
tration, under the mask of exaggerated statements 
of expenditures, high protection stalking fort): 
the battle on that question would have to be foug),: 
over again before the close of the session. Were 
gentlemen on the other side prepared to meet ther 
on that issue? The friends of the Administration 
were ready to meet them upon it. As between the 
protective system and free trade, he would go for 
He believed the country would sus- 
tain him and others in these views of the war and 
of meeting its expenditures. It was the only 
honest course. 

[Mr. N. dealt largely in statistics in substan- 
tiating his positions, and made other points which 
are necessarily omitted in this hasty sketch of his 
remarks. A full report of Mr. N.’s speech will 
be found in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. MOREHEAD next obtained the floor, and 
Disagreed to: 
Ayes 50, noes 55. 

A quorum not voting, the CHAIRMAN or. 
dered the Clerk to call the roll, as required by the 
126th rule, for the purpose of reporting the names 
of the absentees to the House, to be entered on the 


The roll having been called, the committee rose, 
and the Chairman reported the names of the ab- 


Mr. RICHARDSON moved acallof the House. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, at ten min- 


|| utes after six o’clock, moved that the House ad- 


journ; which motion was decided in the affirma- 
tive: Yeas 62, nays 59. 
And the House accordingly adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following memorials and petitions were 
presented under the rule, and referred: 


















the bounty land warrants to our soldiers would pressure on the money market by being sent abroad 


not diminish that source of revenue, as the defi- | (as in the case of the Croton water loan of New 
ciency of receipts which might otherwise be occa- || York city) into the country, beyond the reach of 


sioned by the issue of these warrants, he estimated || speculators, to the moderate capitalists; for, al- | 


would be made up by the demand for lands of the |) though within the last sixty days there had been 
vast and constantly increasing emigration to this || a pressure on the money market on the Atlantic 
country. * He maintained, (as was understood by |, coast, he apprehended it did not extend to any 
the reporter,) in reply to the ee that the | considerable degree into the interior. He also 
proceeds of the sales of the lands could not be |) pointed out other advantages of treasury notes 
relied on as a source of revenue to meet present over a simple loan. 
wants, having been specifically pledged by the || Speaking alone for himself, and not intending to 
loan bill of last session to meet the principal and || involve gentlemen with whom he acted in any 
interest of that loan, that they would answer both || manner in the responsibility of this position, he 
the purpose of this pledge and constitute the sur- | expressed the opinion that additional revenues 
ves which it was always necessary to retain on || ought to be provided. It was an unheard-of ex- 
sand in the treasury. | ample that a foreign war should be carried on for 
He would not say more on this subject. He | two or three years and not a single additional dol- 





believed the Government could get along and 
would get along through the present fiscal year 
with the loan of $16,000,000 asked for, if given | 







lar of revenye be called for by way of taxation. 
| He believed this an error, and that the recommend- | 


| By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Solomon Davis, and 
sixty other citizens of Oregon county, Missouri, praying a 
change of the entry of a small tract of land which, by ms- 
take, was located upon barren hills, entirely unfit for culti- 
vation or any other purpose, instead of his home, which he 
| designed to enter. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of John Brainard, and 
146 citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, praying a change in the sys- 
tem of disposing of the public lands. Also, the petition of 
Horace Ensign, and 439 citizens of Madison, Ohio, praying 
the abolition of the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 
Also, the petition of 8. G. Clarke, and thirty-six other citizens 
of Ohio, praying a reduction of postage. 

By Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania: Two remonstrances 
numerously signed by citizens of Alleghany county, Penn- 
sylvania, against the further extension of Wood’s patent. 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of William Mitchell 
and others, of Nantucket, for a light-house, to be placed on 
the southeasterly part of the island of Sankoty Head. 

By Mr. NEWALL: The petition of Abigail Stafford, for 
a pension fur services of her husband in the revolutionary 


war. 
By Mr. NICOLL: The remonstrance of the Mutual Safe- 
ty Insurance Company, the General Mutual Insurance Com- 


_ ation of the Executive to impose a temporary tax | 





































in proper form. Neither would he follow the || on tea and coffee shoul . i 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 5 lagu or taahntinantvenneenines 
in his ingenious and gloomy speculations as to the | direct taxes in lieu of any tax on imports; but at 
state of the finances, and the difficulty of raising | present the country was not repared for it asa 
means to meet the anticipated deficiency in the , sole and exclusive system. oreover, we wanted 
revenues for the next fiscal year. He considered || the money now. It could be raised immediately 
these speculations out of place on a bill proposing || upon tea and coffee, under our existing revenue 
a loan for the present year: such gloomy fore- || system, with scarcely a dollar additional expense. 
bodings would ill encourage capitalists to make || It was true, a taxon tea and coffee was unequal; 
those loans which were necessary: moreover,many | but so was all taxation unequal and an evil. He 
causes might intervene to change materially the | was willing that such a temporary tax should be 
state of the finances before Congress was called laid to meet present emergencies, with the under- 
upon to act upon the loan for 1849. We might standing that our whole system of taxation was to 
be on the eve of peace; we might then be in the | be revived, and the question to be made whether 
receipt of much larger revenues from Mexico. || we should continue to go on in this indirect way 
Sufficient unto the day was the evil thereof.” of collecting taxes, or whether we should come hon- 


| views were in favor of the eventual substitution of 


any, the Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company, and other 
nsurance companies of the city of New York, and of Wet- 
more & Cryder, and other merchants of said city, against 
a repeal of the act of Congress of March 2, 1837, regulating 
pilots. Also, the petition of the Atlantic Mutual Insurance 
Company, and other nmarine insurance companies in the city 
of New York, Woodhull & Minturn, N. & G. Griswok, 
Cary & Co., Howland & Aspinwall, Grinnell, Minturn & 
Co., and others of the city of New York, for a light-house 
on Sankoty Head, on the eastern portion of the island of 
Nantucket. , 

By Mr. BUTLER: The petition of citizens of Pennsy!- 
vania, for the establishment of a post route from Providence, 
in Luzerne county, td the Milford and Owego turnpike. 4 

By Mr. JENKINS: Sundry petitions from farmers wd 
—_ in the State ot New Yee, equine the renewal 

*s patent for m ploughs. 

By Mr. ROCKHILL : The petition of John B. Ruly and 
one hundred and fifty ethers, praying an equalization of the 
rates of postage on newspapers. Also, the petition of 7 
' F. Melshsimer and eighty-one other citizens of Wells an 
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Allen counties, Indiana, praying that a post route may he 
‘tablished from Bluffton, in Wells county, to Fort Wayne, 
jn Alien county, : 

py Mr. TWEEDY: The petition of John N. Brazie and 
ffty-one others, praying for the establishment of a mail 
nate from Southport, Wisconsin, via Pleasant Prairie, 
Walker's Prairie, Noxon’s Corners, Liberty, Village of Wil 
wot, Baglish Prairie, to Richmond, [ilinois. Also, the pe- 
pion of O. E. Hall and seventy-nine others, for the same 

ject. 
me WHITE: The papers in the case of Captain John 
Percival, of the United States navy, praying for the allow- 
ance of money paid fora naturalist on board the frigate Con- 

ttution. 
Mr. BRADY: A remonstrance of members of the Le- 
cjature of Pennsylvania, against the renewal of the patent 
of Jethro Wood. 

py Mr. @\INES: The petition of the heirs of J. Mount- 
toy. Also, the petition of C. Orendortf. 

‘By Mr. WEN’? WORTH: The petition of sundry citizens 
of Will and Lroquois counties, in Ilinois, fora mail route 
from Wilmington, via Horse Creek, Andrew Yates’s tarm, 
the Hawkins Settlement, Thomas Sammon’s farm, and 
Spring Creek, to Middieport. Also, from citizens of La Salle 
county, for a mail route from La Salle, via ‘Troy Grove, 
Ovid, Dewey’s Mills, Lafayette Grove, Kelly’s Mills, Still- 
man, and Hishwaukie, to Rocktord. Also, for a mail route | 
from Outawa, via Norway, Newark, and Oswego, to Naper- | 
ville. Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Chicago, for | 
the graduation of newspaper postage, according to the dis- 
tances travelled. 


By Mr. SPRONG; The petition of Peter S. Lutz, and 43 | 


other citizens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
the establishment of a post road from Rehrersbury, Berks 
county, to Jonestown, Lebanon county, in the State of Penn- 
sylvanla. 


3y Mr. CHAPMAN : The memorial of W. A. Bradley and | 


others, citizens of the District of Columbia, asking for a citar- 
ter for a steamboat company. 

By Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania; The report and 
memorial of the Board of ‘Trade of the city of Wheeling, on 
the subject of steamboat explosions on the western waters. 

By Mr. FARRELLY: Remonstrances of certain citizens 
of Franklin, Venango county, of Newcastle, Mercer county, 
and of Conneautville, in Crawford county, Pennsylvania, 
against any further extension of Wood’s patent. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Silas Silver and others, 
citizens of Lafayette county, Missouri, praying the reduction 
of postage On Newspapers. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of Robert Ramsay, for 
apension. 


By Mr. JONES, of Georgia: The petition and papers of | 


Wesley Leake, relating to his claim for a horse and gun 
pressed into the service during the late Seminole war. 


By Mr. TURNER: The petition of William Sampson and | 


9) others, praying for a mail route from Peru to Como and 
Mount Carroll, in the State of [Ninois. Also, the petition 
of John Irvine and 192 others, praying for same route. Also, 
the petition of Edward Olmstead and 227 others, praying for 
an extension uf the mail route from Blooming.to Galesburg, 
to Knoxville, in the State of Illinois. Also, the petition of 
David Pratt and 27 others, praying for a mail route from 
La Salle to Rockford, in the State of [linois. 


By Mr. LA SERE: The memorial of Peleg B. Phelps, of 
the city of Lafayette, asking for additional compensation as 


surveyor and inspector of the revenue for the port of the | 


city of Lafayeite, Louisiana. Also, the memorial of Lewis 
B. Willis, late of the city of New Orleans, and late paymas- 
ter in the army, praying for the payment of a balance due 
him. 

By Mr. SMART: The petition of Samuel Pierce and 53 
others, of Reuben Leadbetter and 33 others, of Moses Mills 
and 33 others, of Urialhaven, Maine, asking that said town 
be annexed to the Belfast collection district. 
titions of Benjamin Beverage and 111 others, of North Haven, 
and Joseph Boardman and 83 others, of Plesborough, Maine, 
asking to be annexed to the same district. 


By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of inhabitants of Orange 


county, Vermont, asking reduction of postage on newspa- | 


pers, and particularly on small papers designed for juvenile 
reading. Also, a remonstrance of J. R. Smith and 225 
others, of the county of Genesee, New York, against a re- 
— a the patent granted to Jethro Wood for a cast-iron 
plough. 

By Mr. TWEEDY: The petition and accompanying pa- 
pers of Joseph R. Brown, of Fort Snelling, Wisconsin, pray- 
ing indemnity for expenses incurred in consequence of the 
arrest and surrender to United States officers of certain In- 
dian offenders. 


By Mr. EDWARDS: The petition of Captain Zantzinger, 
of the United States navy. Also, the petition ef Jane Parker, 
widow of Southey Parker. 

By Mr. BRADY: The petition of citizens of Cumberland 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for an increase in the com- 
pensation to ordnance sergeants. Also, the petition of citi- 
zens of Franklin county, Pennsylvania, praying for the adop- 
ton of such measures by Congress as shall bring the present 
war with Mexico to an immediate close. 


~ 


_By Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of the | 
citizens of the borough of Lawrenceville, in the county of 


Alleghany, Pennsylvania, for the passage of a Jaw to place 
the ordnance men of the United States army on the same 
footing as other soldiers of the a army, 80 far as bounty 
land and pensions are concerned. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of David Mock, sen., and 
others, of Lafayette county, Missouri, praying the reduction 


of postage on newspapers under five hundred square inches. | 


Also, the petition of W. J. R. Bailey and others, praying 
the establishment of a post route from Westport to Harrison- 
Ville, in the State of Missouri. 


THE CON 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvuespar, February 15, 1848. 


_Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented a pe- 

tition from Mary Cassin, widow of Lieutenant 

Cassin, of the navy of the United States, for a 

ennen which was referred to the Committee on 
ensions, 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition from Polly 
| Taylor, asking fora pension. ‘he petitioner states 
|| that she was married to Jesse Taylor in Mecklen- 

burg county, Virginia, in the year 1792, and had 

made application tor her pension under the act of 
7th July, 1838; but because her first child was not 
born until the year 1796, it is inferred by the Com- 
| missioner of Pensions that het marriage could not 
have taken place; and not being able to obtain her 
| claim from the Department of War, she asks Con- 
gress to examine her proofs and place her on the 
pension roll; which was referred to the Commit- | 
_ tee on Pensions. 
Also, from citizens of Illinois, for a grant of land 
| to the State to aid in the construction of a railroad 
to connect the Upper and Lower Mississippi; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a memorial from 
| the Board of ‘Trade of Wheeling, Virginia, con- 
|| taining a report inquiring into the causes of steam- 
|| boat explosions and disasters on the western 
waters, and the best means of preventing the re- 
|| currence thereof. 
|| Mr. UNDEX WOOD said the subject was one 
| of importance, and he did not know to what com- 
|| mittee it could be more appropriately sent than to | 
| the Committee on Patents. 

\| Mr. WESTCOTT wished to call the attention of 
|| the Senator from Kentucky to one fact. Atan | 
| early day of the present session a resolution was 
|| introduced inquiring what legislation was neces- 
|, sary on the subject, which was referred to the 
'| Committee on Commerce, and that committee re- 
| ferred the subject to the Commissioner on Patents, 
to whom had gone ail the memorials and docu- 


| 


'| ments, so that he had all the information before | 


him. The House of Representatives had pursued 
| the same course. He presumed that officer would | 
|| make his report in a week or so, and it would be | 
|| better to give the present document the same refer- 
|| ence. 
‘| Mr. UNDERWOOD had no objection if there 
|| was any prospect of speedy action; the laws on 
|| the subject certainly required some revision, and 
|| that promptly. ‘lhe citizens of the West were | 
deeply interested in the adoption of some plan to 
secure the safety of passengers. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, conceived it | 
| would be more appropriate to refer the document | 
| to the Committee on Commerce. At an early day | 
memorials were referred to that committee in rela- 


| carry lights at night. ‘This subject has been un- 
| dergoing investigation, and there had been a vast 
| accumulation of facts and some very important 
information obtained. He had himself received 
| some important facts to lay before the committee. 
|| This memorial and report should go to the same 
‘| committee, and when the report of the Commis- 
|| sioner comes, that might also be referred, and aid 
|| in the object they all had in view. He thought it 
|| probable that a bill would speedily be reported. 

|| Mr. WESTCOTT withdrew his objections; and 
| the papers were referred, with the consent of Mr. 
| 





|| UNDERWOOD, to the Committee on Commerce. 
|| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a petition 
|| from the military storekeepers of the United States, 
|| asking to be allowed the advantages and emolu- 
|| ments of the staff officers of the army of the United 
| States; whict: was referred to the Committee on 
| 

| 


Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a memorial from Robert 
Mills, engineer and architect, Washington, propos- 
'| ing a new route to the Pacific, with a plan for the 
'| transportation of despatches to Astoria, in the Ore- 
|| gon Territory, in fifteen days, by the route of the 
| io Grande; which was referred to the Committee 


| fully; that it was replete with valuable suggestions; 
| and he moved that it be printed with the maps; 


By Mr. JOHNSON, of New Hampshire: The petition of || which was agreed to. 


Solsberry Wheeler for an increase and the payment of the 
balance of his pension under the act of June 7, 1832. Also, 
the petition of Martin Davey for the payment and continu- 
ance of his pension. 


‘Mr. CAMERON presented a petition from citi- 
|| zens of Pennsylvania, for the abolition of slavery; 
the motion to receive which was laid on the table. 
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a | tion to the propriety of providing that vessels | 
30, the pe- | 
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Also, a petition from James Hardy, for exten- 
sion of patent; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patents. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved té take from the files 
of the Senate the papers in the case of John P. 
Douglass, with additional documents in favor of 
the heirs, (Mr. Douglass being dead,) and refer 
them to the Committee on Public Lands; which 
was agreed to. ’ 

Mr. BAGBY presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of Alabama, asking that money or 

| land scrip may be granted to the State in lieu of 
such school lands as are unfit for cultivation; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition from J. L. Smith, of Alabama, 
for an amendment of the Constitution; which was 

_ laid on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported a bill granting a pen- 
sion to John Clarke; which was read a first time. 
Also, from the same committee, House bill for 
the relief of Silas Waterman, without amendment. 
| Also, from the same committee, an adverse re- 
port on the petition of John Davenport. 
Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of William 
| Woodbridge and Henry Chipman; which was read 
a first time. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Jean F. Perry, Josiah Bleakley, Nicholas 
Jarrot, and Robert Morison; which was read a first 
time. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John Dev- 
lin; which was read a first time. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion of Mr. DIX, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of purchasiog amarble bust 
of Washington, by Houdon, now in possession of Mr. George 
| Gibbs. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of La., it was 
Resolved, That the Committee ou Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of an appropriation for the 
erection of a light-house on Proctor’s Shell Bank ; and also 
for the erection of a light-hou-e on Ship Island, in the State 
of Louisiana. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 
| Ordered, That a thousand copies of the report of the So- 
licitor of the Treasury in reply to the Senate’s resolution of 
the 17th ultimo, relative to the site of Fort Delaware, be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE, ETC. 
Mr. FELCH, on leave, introduced a bill con- 
_ cerning the courts of the United States in and for 
| the district of Michigan; which was read a first 
; and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
| the Judiciary. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, on leave, intro- 





navigating certain rivers should be compélled to || guced a bill for the relief of Benjamin Adams & 


|| Co. and others; which was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Commerce. 
|| NO INCREASE OF THE MEDICAL STAFF. 
|| Mr. BADGER moved to take up the bill brought 
| from the House of Representatives to increase the 
|| medical staff of the army, the vote on its passage 
|| having been reconsidered; he made the motion 
|| simply with a view to move its indefinite postpone- 
‘| ment. The motion having been agreed to— 

Mr. B. said the bill provided for the appoint- 
; ment of some half-dozen additional hospital sur- 
'| geons. It was the opinion of the Military Com- 
'| mittee that the bill ought not to pass, and that such 
|| an increase, at least in the form of the present bill, 
|| ought not to be adopted; and he therefore moved 
|| that it be indefinitely postponed; which motion 
| was agreed to. 
|| Mr. WESTCOTT moved to recommit the bill 
| for the relief of the heirs of Francis Casseau to 
|, the Committee on the Judiciary. He had reported 
|, the bill, since which he had received information 
‘| from the Senator from Tennessee, that induced 
|| him to change the report. The motion was agreed 
|| to, and the bill referred. 


DISPOSITION OF ACQUIRED TERRITORY. 

_ The Senate then took up the following resolu- 
|| tions and amendment: 

i Resolved, That true policy requires the Government of 
| the United States to strengthen its political and commercial 
I relations upon this continent, by the annexation of such con- 
\| tiguous territory as may conduce to that end, and can be 
justly obtained; and that neither in such acquisition nor in 
the territorial organization thereof, can any conditions be 
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constitutionally imposed, or institutions be provided for or 
estab ished, incousi-tent with the rightof the people thereof 
to form a free sovereign State, with the powers and privi- 
leges of the original imembers of the Confederacy. 

Resolved, That in organizing a territorial government for 
territory belonging to the United States, the principles of 
self-government, upon which our federative system rests, 
will be best promoted, the true spirit and meaning of the 
Constitution be observed, and the Confederacy strengthened, 
by leaving all questions concerning the domestic policy 
therein to the Legislatures Chosen by the people thereof, 


The amendment proposed by Mr. Yutee is to 
strike out all after the word ‘ resolved,’’ and in- 
serl: 

That the territory belonging to or which may be acquired 
by the United States is the common property of the Union, 
and the sovereignty over the same vests in the people of the 
severa! States composing the Union. 

Res loed, further, That the Federal Governmeut has no 
dele guted authority nor the territorial community any inhe 
rent right to exereise any legislative power within the said 
terciteries by which the equal right of all the citizens of the 
United States to acquire and enjoy any part of the common 
property may be impaired or eubarrassed, 

Mr. Y SE resumed his argume wen 

Mr. YULEE resumed hi vument, and t 
on to show that the right to regulate the question 
of slavery in the States and Territories resided ex- 
clusively in the people of those States and ‘Terri- 
tories, 


Belore he had concluded— 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill to raise, for a limited time, an addiuonal 
military force. 

Mr. UPHAM expressed a doubt whether he 
could throw any additional light on the subject, 
but he could not, on this important subject, con- 
tent himself with a silent vote, 

In voting against the bill, he disclaimed any in- 
tention to embarrass the military operations of the 
Government. He did not agree with the chairman 
of the Military Committee that this bill might be 
regarded as common ground on which both par- 
ties mightunite. Mr. U. thought differently. He 
thought we were treading on dangerous ground, 
and we were placing our own institutions in dan- 
ger. While we reproach European Powers for 
the dismemberment of Saxony and of Poland, we 


ourselves are marching to the cry of ** onward” to | 


the dismemberment of Mexico, to force our free 


institutions on a people not prepared for their re- | 


ception, and utterly opposed to them. It had been 
thrown out that it was intended to destroy the 
nationality of Mexico. 

Mr. FOOTE disclaimed for himself, and so far 
as he had heard, for other Senators on his side of 


the Chamber, any intention to absorb all Mexico. | 
He was opposed to such an idea, and he had gone || 
But if that country should be 

forced on us, we musteduce all the good we can || 


as far as any one. 


from it. 

Mr. UPHAM read an extract from the printed 
speech of Mr. Cass. 

Mr. CASS said, he would now, for the third or 
fourth time, say, that he was entirely opposed tb 
the annexation of the whole of Mexico. 

Mr. UPHAM resumed, and referred to the tend- 
ency of the remarks and movements of Senators, 


_ especially the resolutions submitted by Mr. Han- 


necan and Mr. Dickinson, and also to the 
speeches of some of our military officers, indicating 
a design to denationalize and annex Mexico. He 
remarked on the denunciations by Colonel Mor- 
gun and others against those who oppose the 
war. Every man who opposes the war is de- 
nounced as a traitor at heart. He adverted to the 
speech of Commodore Stockton, in which it was 


asserted that it was our duty to conquer ail Mex- | 


ico. He quoted various toasts given at festivals, 


all looking to the same object, such as ‘ Our des- 


tiny—we may as well begin with Mexico.”’ 
* No pent up Utica contracts our powers, 
But the whole boundless continent is ours.”? 

He regretted to see these indications of such a 
design. It was at variance with the spirit and 
genius of our insututions. He reviewed the course 
of argument adopted in the formation of the Con- 
stitution, to show that there could be found therein 
nothing to warrant the policy which had now been 
adopted. He reprobated the war on the freedom 
of speech announced by the President in his mes- 
sage, in which he denounced all who oppose the 
war as giving ‘aid and comfort to the enemy,” 
and as guilty of treason to their country. Ifthe war 
could not stand up against opposition —if it could 
not meet the open day—it was an argument against 
its justice. The Constitution proscribes the pas- 


sage of any law to restrict the freedom of speech, 
| or the freedom of the press. These privileges he 
held up as inseparable from the security of our in- 
stitutions. And if this war could not stand up 
_ against it, it ought to be abandoned at once. The 
Senator from Illinois had quoted from sermons and 
newspapers of 1812, to show the denunciations 
which were pronounced against that war. But 
he (Mr. U.) could see no bearing which it had on 
this war, or for what purpose these extracts were 
_ read, That Senator said the war of 1812 and the 
| present war were declared precisely in the same 
| manner. He compared the messages of Mr. Madi- 

sonand Mr. Polk, to show their entire dissimilarity. 
| Mr. Madison appealed to Congress to adopt such 
| a course as he indicated, but.Mr. Polk sent a-mes- 


sage announcing that ** war exists.’? There was 
/no analogy between the two cases. In the first 


case, it became a war of the people; in the last, it 
was a war of the President. Some of the supplies 
were opposed in 1812 on the ground, that being a 
maritime war, they ought to be supplies for the 
| navy, and not for the army. 

He estimated the present force in Mexico at 
sixty-five thousand, as was stated in the report of 
the Adjutant General. If the two bills which have 
been reported shall become laws, we shall have one 
hundred thousand men in the field. He stated that 
the troops under this bill could not be in Mexico 
| for the present campaign, and, therefore, there was 
|| no immediate urgency for its passage. 
| passage was only desired to gratify the host of 
hangers-on who are seeking for commissions, he 
was not disposed to hurry it through. 

Referring to the opinions of General Scott and 
General Taylor, as to the amount of force requi- 
site for all the purposes indicated, he asked wh 
|| these regiments were required in such haste? tt 


port all the measures of the Administration, and it 
| was regarded as treason to oppose them. He was 
always ready to stand by the country, but he re- 
garded the interests of the country as very distinct 
|| from the interests of the Administration. If he 
were to go home and tell his constituents that he 
voted for the ten-regiment bill because it was 
recommended by the President, and not that he 
thought it best for the country, they would tell him 


|| that he was sent here to act on his own judgment 
|| and discretion, and not as the echo of the Admin- 


| istration; and that, as he had sustained measures 


|| which were not, in his opinion, called for by the 


interests of the country, he was no longer worthy 
of confidence. 

He then went into a review of the course which 
had been taken by the Administration previous to 
the commencement of the war, for the purpose of 
| showing that we had shifted our ground and 
| changed our views, and that Mexico had been very 
' consistent and firm in refusing to dismember her 
| territory. She had submitted a proposition which 
| embraced a large cession of territory, but her offer 
| was rejected, and the war recommenced. Since 
that time, it had been prosecuted for new objects. 
He had voted for the supplies asked by the law of 
May, 1846, on the faith of the message of the 
President, and relying on the facts put forth in that 
| document, the printing of which was refused before 
the passage of the bill. It was stated in that mes- 
sage, that the Mexicans had invaded the territory 
of the United States, and that American blood had 
been shed on American soil, and he accordingly 
voted for the bill. The truth of the preamble had 
been doubted by Congress—that is, there was no 
evidence to prove the fact that war existed. It 
had been asserted that the preamble had been 
adopted with only two opposing votes in the Sen- 
‘| ate and a few in the House, while the fact is, that 
| several Senators retired, in order that they might 
not vote, and in the House there were sixty-seven 
votes recorded against the preamble. 

The proposition introduced by the Senator from 
Georgia, specifying the objects for which the war 
should be prosecuted, and which amendment, 
sustained by all the Whig Senators, was voted 
down, exhibited his views. He was willing to 
vote supplies for a war prosecuted for these ob- 
jects; but now that there has been an introduction 
| of new objects which he could not approve, he 
| could not vote for the bill. 
| As to the origin of the war, it was an usurpa- 








tion of the President; and he charged all the waste 
_ of blood and treasure which had ensued on the 
| Democratic party and the President. The order to 


And if its | 


had been laid down as a test of patriotism to sup- | 
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: : Was ar 
act of usurpation. On the subject of the annexa. 


tion of Texas, he stated that the northern Denyoo. 
racy was arrayed against it, although it afterwards 
wheeled back into the ranks of the Administration 
He read an extract from dhe Dover (Democratic, 
Gazette, the Nashua Gazette, the proceedings of 
a Democratic mass meeting in Maine, the Dem. 
ocratic resolutions in the Legislature of Massa. 
chusetts, and a quotation from the Washington 
Globe, to show the opposition to the annexation 
of Texas. The Baltimore Convention, assembled 
to nominate candidates for a President and Vic5¢ 
President, took the management of our foreign af. 
fairs in their own hands, and determined that we 
must reoccupy the territory of Oregon, and ean. 
nex Texas. He showed how this action of the 
convention was received by the people, and also 
in what manner it was used to the overthrow of 
Mr. Van Buren. . 

Head verted to the manner in which the annex. 
ation of Texas was consummated, in order to show 
that Mr. Polk was as much responsible for that 
actas was Mr. Tyler. He then went on to ex. 
amine the history of the revolution of Texas, and 
her connection with the neighboring States of Mex- 
ico. He contended that the territory between the 


| Nueces and the Rio Grande belonged to Mexico, 


as was proved by its occupation when General 
Taylor made an advance, and when the Mexicans 
fired their property and fled, and the authorities of 
Tamaulipas informed General Taylor that this 
territory belonged to Mexico. If the United States 
set up a title to a country in the peaceable posses- 
sion of Mexico, it was at least incumbent on us to 
show the ground on which we make the seizure, 
Texas had never carried her jurisdiction beyond 
the Nueces, and could not confer a title she did 
not possess. 

The President had exceeded his legitimate pow. 
ers as the Executive, when he sent an army into 
Mexico. It was the province of Congress to order 
such a movement. It was only competent to Con- 
gress to declare war. 

He was willing to make peace on fair and moder. 
ate terms. He would not desire to overrun and 
annex Mexico. A fair indemnity for the losses 
of our citizens was due to us. If we continue the 
war until we conquer all Mexico, we shall raise 
up a new power there, which will require the 
a of an army of twenty thousand men to 

eep the peace. You may overrun the country, 
demolish her towns, seize her revenues, despoil 
her women, and you will still leave the Spanish 
blood there. You will have a perpetual cancer on 
the body politic. No nation had ever gained by 
a war of conquest. The result we have to fear is 
the raising up of a military despotism. He desired 
to live under free institutions. Our Government 
is destined at some future day to a glorious eleva- 
tion in the scale of nations. But let us keep within 
our own institutions, Thirty-three years of peace 
have built us up; let us still adhere to a peaceful 
policy. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 16, 1848. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution closing the 
debate in Committee of the Whole on the loan 
bill, at two o’clock this day, was passed. 

Mr. HENLEY moved to lay the motian to re- 
consider on the table; and the question being taken 
by ayes and noes, was decided in the negative— 
ayes 58, noes 68. 

So the House refused to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. ? 

The question then reeurring on the motion to 
poe the yeas and nays were asked, and or- 

ered. 

Mr. BURT moved a call of the House; on which 
motion he asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and resulted—yeas 65, nays 108. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider, and decided in the negative—yeas 93, 
nays 95, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Green Adams, Ashmun, Barrin- 
r, Blanchard, Botts, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Can- 
y, Chapman, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, Crow- 
ell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, 
Dunn, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evavs, 


Ficktin, Fisher, Freedley, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Gott, 
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Grezory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, 
M 


om, 
Daniel 





Hunt, Joseph RK. 


p. King, William T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Marsh, 


| 


. Hampton, Henry, E.ias B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hud- | 
oe tema Ingersoll, Joun W. Jones, Keliogy, | 


Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, Newall, Nicoll, Outlaw, | 


palirey, 


Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, Putuam, Reynolds, | 


Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Rowan, Rvot, Rumsey, | 
 obe, Schenck, Shepperd, Sherrill, Siivester, Simger- | 
oa Caleb B. Sunith, Truman Sinith, Stephens, Andrew 


Siew richard W. Tuompson, John B. Thompson, Van Dy ke, 
Vinton, Warren, White, and Wil-on—$3. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bayly, Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, 
Black, Bocuck, Bowdon, Boyd, Brodhead, Wiliam G. 
pown, Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Chase, 
Cap, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Cocke, Cummins, Danicl, Dickinson, Garnett Dan- 


Strohm, Tallmadge, Thibodeaux, ‘Va)lor, Tomp- | 
|| tion by borrowing money. 





The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment 
was notin order, under two rules. First, the 55th 
rule provided that ** no motion or proposition on 
‘a subject different from that under consideration 
‘shall be admitied under color of amendment.” 
The proposition to impose a tax on tea and coflee, 
he said, was altogether different from the bill un- 
der consideration, which proposed to avoid taxa- 
He also decided that 
it was out of order under the 131st rule, referred 
to by the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. McLANE wished to maintain that his 





| proposition was in order; but debate was not in 


eau, Faran, Featherston, Fiournoy, Fries, French, Fulton, | 


Gorgin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Har- 


mansou, Harris, Henley, Hill, Jotun W. Hou-ton, Inge, 


Cha. 


rersoll, Iverson, Jackson, James H. Johnson, || . ° : 
ics J. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jackson, Zame ‘on | Stand as the judyment of the House?” was taken 


Robert W. Johuson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, | 


Lam, La “ere, Siduey Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lord, 
Lumpkin, Maclay, McCletiand, MeClernand, McDowell, 


MeLane, Mann, Meade, Miler, Morris, Morse, Murphy, | 


Peck,t’etrie, Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rhett, Richey, Kock- 
pili, sawyer, Sims, Swart, Robert Sinith, Stanton, Stark- 
weather, Chales E. Stuart, Strong, Thomas, Whilian 
qnomp:on, ‘Thurston, Tooubs, Turner, Venable, Went 
worth, Wick, Williams, Wiley, Wilmot, and Woodward— 


So the House refused to reconsider the resolu- 
tion closing the debate at two o’clock, this day. 


LOAN BILL. 


resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Borrts, of Virginia, in the 


i} 


chair,) on the bill to authorize a loan not to exceed | 


the sum of $18,500,000. 

Mr. MOREHEAD was entitled to the floor, and 
occupied it during his allotted hour. 
speech will be found in the Appendix.) 


in ten minutes after he commenced he was arrested 


(Mr. M.’s || 


in his remarks by the arrival of the hour of two | 


o’clock—the time which had been fixed for closing 
the debate. 
the Appendix. } 

The hour of two having arrived, the general de- 
bate was terminated, 

Mr. VINTON (who reported the bill from the 
Committee of Ways and Means) availed himself 
of the privilege, granted under the 34th rule, of 
closing the debate. [For Mr. V.’s speech, see 
Appendix.] 

The committee proceeded to vote on amend- 
ments as proposed, to wit: 

The quesuon was first put on the amendment to 


the first section moved by ir. Vinton several days | 


since, viz: Strike out the sum of * $18,500,000,” 
aud insert ** $16,000,000;”’ and agreed to? 

Mr. HALE moved to amend the first section by 
adding at the end thereof the following: 


“ Provided, ‘That no part of the money received under the 
authority of this act shall be applied to any expenses that 


shall hereafter be incurred by the prosecution of the war | 


with Mexico.” 
Disagreed to: Ayes 23, noes 118. 
Mr. McLANE moved to add to the end of the 


Ist section the following : 


“ Provided, That from and afterthe passage of this act | 


there shall be levied, collected, and paid on all articles not in- 
cluded in any of the schedules of dutiable articles of the tariff 
act of Congress of 1846, except specie and bullion, and 
Wearing apparel and articles not imported from foreign 
countries, When imported into the United States, a duty of 
2) per centum ad valorem: Provided, That on importation 
of wa and coffee in foreign vessels not placed on a footing 
With vessels of the United States by reciprocal treaty stipu- 
lations, or by proclamatiqns of the Pre-ident, issued in pur- 
Suance of any act of Congress, the additional duty imposed 
bythe llth section of the tariff act of Congress of 30th 
August, 1842, shall be exacted: nd provided, also, That 
cotfee, the production or growth of the colonies or depend- 
ences of the Netherlands, imported into the United States 
from the Netherlands in Dutch vessels, shall not be sub- 
jected to such additional duty imposed by the aforesaid act 
of Congress of the 30th August, 1842.” 


Mr. HUNT, of New York, rose toa point of 
order, He believed the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Maryland was out of order; and he 
asked for the reading of the 131st rule, from which 
itwould appear that propositions to levy a tax 
could not be discussed or considered the same day 
they were offered. Under this rule, he raised the 
point that the proposition was out of order. 

The rule was read, as follows : 

“131. No motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon 
the people shall be discussed the day in which it is made or 
offered; and every such proposition shall receive its first 
discussion in a Commitee of the Whole House.” 

Mr. COLLAMER also suggested that the 


amendment was not in order, as not being germane 
to the bill. 


order. He therefore appealed from the decision 
of the Chair. 


The question, ** Shall the decision of the Chair 


by tellers, and decided in the afiirmative: Ayes 
106, noes not counted. 

So the decision of the Chair was confirmed, and 
the ainendment declared to be out of order. 


Mr. HALL, of New York, moved to amend 
the first section by adding between the words ‘so 
borrowed shall,’’ and the words ‘*be applied,’’ 


&c., the words ‘on being first duly appropriated 


therefor.”” He explained his reason for offering 


the amendment, that, under the latitude of con- 


‘ —, e || struction adopted at the Treasury Department, he 
On motion of Mr. STEPHENS, the House then || ; : 


was afraid, without this amendment, they might 


apply some of this money towards meeting the 
expenses of the army in Mexico, without first 
having a direct appropriation therefor by law. 
Mr. H. also offered a verbal amendment to 
strike out the words ‘* which stock,’’ near the end 
of the first section, and insert, in lieu thereof, the 


; “1 || words **and the stock issued on such loan.”? 
Mr. POLLOCK followed Mr. Morenmeap, and | ; 


Pending the question on these amendments, 
On motion of Mr. STANTON, the committee 


_ rose and reported progress. 


(Mr. P.’s remarks will be found in || 


| 


} 
| 


THANKS TO THE NAVY. 
Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, asked leave 
to introduce the following joint resolution: 


Resolved by the Sena'e and House of Representatives of 
the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, That 
the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby tendered, 


|| to the officers, sailors, and marines of the Navy of the Uni- 


| 





| 


| 


| 


| 
| 





|| ted States, for the zeal and ability with which their duty, | 

during the present war with Mexico, was performed, espe- | 
|; cially for their efficient codperation with the Army of the | 
United States in the capture of Vera Cruz and the Castle of | 


San Juan de Ulua. 
2. Resolved, That the President of the United States be 


| requested to cause the foregoing resolution to be communi- | 
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cumstances, they prayed that the duties on the 
merchandise destroyed might be refunded. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition from 
Amaziah Goodwin, asking an increase of pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BRADBURY, in presenting this petition, 


asked the attention of the Committee on Pensions 


| to it, as one presenting strong claims to favorable 


consideration. The petitioner had been in Dart- 
mouth prison during the war of 1812, and, at the 
time of the massacre there, had been bayoneted by 


| a British soldier, from the effects of which wound 


he had become an entire cripple, and utterly un- 
able to put off or on his clothing without assist- 
ance. The pension allowed him was six dollars a 
month, and wholly inadequate to his support; and 
he therefore asks Congress for such increase as 
will enable him to live. 

Mr. B. also presented a petition from citizens of 
Maine, asking the establishment of a post route 
from Augusta to Bangor, in the State of Maine; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition from 
citizens of Indiana, asking a mail route from Jas- 
per to Troy; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary, reported the bill from the House to amend 
an act entitled ** An act in amendment of the acts 


| respecting the judicial system of the United States,”’ 


without amendment. 
Mr. ASHLEY, from the same committee, re- 
ported the concurrence of the committee in the 





amendments made by the House of Representatives 
to the bill to amend the act entitled **An act ex- 
tending the jurisdiction of the district courts to 
certain cases on the lakes and navigable rivers 
connecting the same,”’ approved 26th February, 
1845. 

On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, the report was 
taken up and concurred in. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill in relation to the Jocation of 
the land office in the Alachua land district, in Flor- 
ida; which was read a first time. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported, without amendment, a bill to pro- 
vide for a survey of the mouth of Red river, in the 
State of Louisiana, 





cated to the officers, sailors, and marines of the Navy of the || 
United States, in such terms as he may deem best calculated | 


to give effect to the objects thereof. 


The reception of the resolution was objected to. | 


Mr. CONGER asked leave to make a report 
from the Committee on Printing. Objected to. 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, February 16, 1848. 


A rressage was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitted in compliance with | 


a resolution of the 7th instant, calling for informa- || 


tion in regard to the law by virtue of which cer- 
tain words in relation to the promotion of cadets 
have been inserted in the Army Register. 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Laid | 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 
/@ communication from the Postmaster General, | 
| made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate | 


calling for the causes of the repeated failures of | 


the mail to and from New Orleans. Referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. DIX presented a memorial from the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of New York, asking that the 
duties paid on goods destroyed by the fire of 1845 
may be refunded; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


| 
| 


| 


Mr. DIX, in presenting this memorial, said, the | 


memorial stated, that by the conflagration referred 


to, buildings and merchandise to the value of about | 


six millions of dollars had been consumed; that | 


the duties on the merchandise were estimated to 
exceed six hundred thousand dollars, of which 


about four hundred thousand dollars were on un- | 
It also appeared that many of | 


broken packages. 
the merchants on whom these losses fell immedi- 


ately ordered fresh importations to supply the | 


eres of the merchandise destroyed; so that they 
ad, in fact, paid double duties. Under these cir- 


i 
| 
j 
i 
} 
} 


| 
t 
; 


On motion of Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for the appointment by the President of ten or more addi- 
tional cadets at large in the Military Academy at West 
Point. 


THANKS TO GEN. SCOTT, ETC. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, expressive of thanks toGen. WinFie_p 
| Scorr, and the troops under his command, for 
their distinguished gallantry and services. 

The'resolution having had its third reading, the 
question ree on its passage; when— 

Mr. HALE demanded the yeas and nays; and 
the vote was as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Badger, Bagby, 
Benton, Berrien, Bradbury, Light, Butler, Calhoun, Cass, 
Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis of \‘assachusetts, Davis 
of Mississippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Downs, Felch, 
Foote, Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, 
Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, Mangum, Ma- 
son, Miller, Moor, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Spruance, Sturgeon, 
Turney, Upham, Westcott, and Yulee—42, 

NAY—Mr. Hale—l. 

THANKS TO GENERAL TAYLOR. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the joint 
resolution from the House of thanks to Major Gen- 
ervl Tarior. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said: I rise to inquire 
whether the resolution is now ina state to admit of 
amendment. I feel quite strongly that some little 
modification of the language of the resolution will be 
an improvement of it. When before the military 
committee, some exception was taken to the form 
of the resolution; but | am one who. ia not at all 
scrupulous about the language used on such occa- 
sions, when compliment is intended, and so, rather 
than disturb the resolution, we thought it best to 
report it back to the Senate just as it was sent to 
us. But upon reconsideration of the matter, I think 
it proper to move to amend the resolution by stri- 





|| king out the word * indomitable,’’ and “ thereby 
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obtaining a victory over the enemy, which, for its 
signal and brilliant character, is unsurpassed in the 
military annals of the world.”’ 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, called for a read- || 


ing of the resolution as proposed to be amended. 

The resolution, as amended, was then read, and 
the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have suggested the 
amendment which has been just adopted, not from 
any disposition, of course, at all to stint or dimin- 
isli the honors to which [ think General Taylor 
and the troops under his command are entitled for 


the victory of Buena Vista; but because I think | 


that the language to which the resolution is now 
reduced, expresses in the simplest form and with 
unquestionable truth, what may be said in refer- 
ence to that great commander and his army in that 
achievement. His own character is of that simple 
cast, sir, Which naturally seems to prompt the use 
of a language congenial to that simplicity in every- 
thing that is said of him. When he and the battle 
of Buena Vista are spoken of, no pompous, gaudy 
words are needed. 


mankind, ina language that cannot be surpassed 

by any phraseology which we, sir, may employ. 
[am sorry that there is one single negative in 

this body to giving thanks to our armies for the 


victories they have won in its service, Itis known | 


to you, sir, that Lam not amongst those who have 
approved of this war in its origin and its progress; 
but I make a distinction between those who might, 


as I think, have guided public affuirs more wisely || 
and with better results, and those whose duty it | 
was to obey our orders and conforra themselves | 
Is it possible that any gentleman | 
can desire that the officers of our army shall sit in | 


to our decrees. 


council to revise our acts and determine upon the 
question of the morality of their obedience to our 
orders? Your rules and articles of war forbid the 
possibility of it. 


political questions and deciding them, is prohibited 
under the severest pains and penalues; and, sir, 
we would not hear their appeal, no matter how 


respectful the form in which it might be addressed | 


to us, on any political question. They are our 
executive officers, and their duty is obedience. 
Yet, if I understand the objection made here, it is 
to the effect that they share in the responsibility 
of our decision; and, although bound by their oaths 
to obedience—bound by their office to obedience— 
bound by their office not to interfere with politics, 


or intermeddle with our decisions, but to obey and | 
execute them, that they are to be responsible for | 


our decrees, and their conductis not to be measured 
by the skill and fidelity with which they execute 
these decrees. Where is this sort of caviling—this 


morality, if you please so to name it—to lead us? | 
A sheriff may next set himself up to consider the | 
judgment which the court has rendered, and to | 


take into scrupulous consideration bow far he can 


consistently execute the process put into his hands || 


under that judgment! Sir, he has as much right 
to consider, when the execution is put into his 
hands, the morality and justice of that judgment, 
as Generals Scott and Taylor, or any of their offi- 
cers or men, had to consider the justice and pro- 
priety of this war, The law and the Constitu- 
tion have marked out definite duties for them to 
perform, and their merit consists in their faithful 
and punctual discharge of these duties, and noth- 
ing else; and they deserve credit or discredit ex- 
actly in proportion to the constancy, courage, and 
firmness with which they discharge their exec- 
utive duties. Ican see no end to the mischiefs to 


result from the doctrine of the gentleman from | 


New Hampshire. According to this doctrine, an 
officer is not only to consider how best he may 
execute the duty imposed upon him in executing 
our laws, but he is to sit in council and judgment, 
reviewing our acts of Congress, and determining 
for himself what to do, and acting accordingly. 
Will the honorable Senator from New Hamp- 
shire allow your generals and officers to convene 
together, and mayhap to divide themselves, gen- 
erals and colonels into one house, like your Sen- 
ate; and corporals and privates into another, a 
House of Commons; there to take into considera- 
tion the questions of war and peace, and decide 
as they may think justice and morality require? 
Will the gentleman allow them to decide for war 
when we are in favor of peace, or for peace when we 


Both stand out before the | 
world in character and form, to be read by all || 


Any convocation of military | 
men in camp for the purpose of deliberating upon | 


j 


Feb. 16, 


a” EY 


of that? Ifhis doctrine be admitted, it must be | 


| allowed in all its consequences, not merely in those 


to which the gentieman would confine it. The 
army may as well overrule our decision in favor 
of peace as that in favor of war. Sir, this is 
nothing but a spirit of mutiny. There is neither 


| patriousm nor morality in this doctrine; neither in 


its foundation nor its resulis. It is a mutiny 
against morality—a mutiny against all discipline— 
a mutiny against all government. ‘There must be 
a head to legislate and direct, and a body to exe- 
cute. It is in the Congress of the United States 
to decide, and it is in the army to obey; and to | 


_ that honorable duty | am disposed strictly to limit 


| will be very ready to take your places in the work 














_ allowing the army to meddle with politics. 


| the mockery of the world. 


| lead others, with less competency and less discre- 


| sion of the same character, scarcely less extrava- | 


| kind. 


and confine the army. I am wholly opposed to 


Your 
army will be very ready, and some of its officers 


of legislanon, and not only to hold the sword in 
one hand, but to make laws with the other. It is 
to that, sir, that the doctrine of the gentleman 
leads; for the moment that you require of your 
generals to consider and entertain the morality, | 
according to their notions of orders given them, 
you must, from that moment, leave them at liberty | 
to decide for or against you; and if General Tay- 
lor be authorized to consider the morality of this 
question of peace or war, and to lay down his 
sword if he pleases, every officer of the army, and 
every enlisted soldier, has the same right to do so. 
Can you distinguish between one and the other? 
No, sir; youcannot. And what sort of a govern- 
ment would you have in that case? It would be 
Yet that is the result 
to which this refined and original system of ethics 
would conduct you. Yet that is the pious and 
extravagant sort of morality, by the aid of whose 
inflation some minds seem to have ascended above 
the ordinary and sublunary concerns of mankind, | 
and all those plain rules of government and mo- || 
rality which have regulated the course of human | 
society. ‘These philosophers soar far above all | 
that, and, entering the ethereal regions, seem en- || 
gaged in the search for some celestial sort of guide | 
for their government on earth! Ido not say that 
the gentleman before me goes to that extent of || 
extravagance. He is one for whose talents and |, 
ability 1 entertain all proper respect; but, sir, is | 
not the doctrine for which he contends likely to 


' 
} 
| 
| 


tion to circumscribe its tendencies, into all these | 
excesses? Can anything but misrule, and disor- | 
der, and extravagance, be the consequence? And 
how much less deluded is such a politician than 
one of those Millerites who, arraying himself in 


| what he calls his ‘* ascension robes,’’ climbs up a | 


tree in order that he may have a fair flight to 
Heaven! It seems to me to bea political delu- 


gant, and certainly much more injurious to man- | 


Now, sir, if ever military men deserved credit | 
for the skill and courage and fidelity with which | 
they executed orders, Taylor and Scott are the || 


| men who have earned it; and does it now become || 


us, after having made the war, or any of us, after | 
the war has been made by the country, by its con- | 
stituted authorities—does it become us to set our- || 
selves in the chair of morality and give a sort of | 
professional lecture, teaching our officers and sol- 


| diers a lesson of disobedience and mutiny—teach- 


ing them that they should receive our decision, 
reverse it, and, breaking their swords, return | 


home, breathing out denunciations against their | 


country for the injustice and immorality of its 
legislation? Surely not. I know that the objec- | 
tion is urged only against giving thanks, but that 
amounts to censure. Will you not give them any | 
credit? They have won battles. Many of them 
have shed their blood, their life’s blood. Why 
are they not to have thanks? In another case, the | 
objector admits thanks would be properly accorded, | 
but in this case, he denies that they could be justly | 
given. Does not the very ground on which the | 
objection to the honor contemplated to be given to | 
them rests, imply that they have not done their || 
duty so well as they might have done it by not | 
gaining these victories? Can the gentleman, or | 
anybody else here, draw a valid distinction? 
Suppose they had been defeated in these battles— 
suppose General Taylor had been vanquished at | 
Buena Vista, would the gentleman then have of- 
fered his thanks? He will not thank him for the | 


| Say. 
_ ble or dishonorable. 


defeat? Suppose the soldiers had refused to ole 
the orders of General Taylor, saying, * We hax. 
considered this matter, and donot think that thi 


: : . this 
is a just war; we think it haa been ¢; 


ried fay 


enough; it ought to have stopped at Monterey:” 


would these men, in the estimation of the geile. 
man, have merited our thanks? 

Sir, the evils into which the consequences of this 
doctrine, if adopted, would lead us, are endless and 
nameless. I can only say of the doctrine, that 
is full of mischief. These men have sustained the 
honor of their country—they have gained j}|ys. 
trious and distinguished victories against those 
whom you have declared to be enemies, an 
against whom you have sent them to fight. It js 
for that I give them thanks; it is for that the Sep. 
ate and the country have given their thanks; and | 


_ do hope—I can hardly hope—I was about to ex. 
| press the hope—that this resolution may be allow. 


ed to pass without a single dissenting voice. The 


honorable Senator from New Hampshire has al. 


ready achieved the solitary glory of standing alone, 
I can myself make no distinction between ‘Taylor 
and Scott, or their respective armies, in regard to 
these victories; but I cannot but hope that when 
a gentleman of so much talent and ability as the 


| honorable Senator from New Hampshire shall re. 


consider more calmly and coolly the opinions under 


| which he has acted, and advocated so eloquently 


here, he will be disposed to think that it is beter 
to go on in the plain common way in which man- 
kind have gone, and that the reason of mankind 
has approved for so many years, than strike ou, 
into any of these new and devious paths, into 


| which extravagant and over-refined notions of mo- 
| rality may lead. 


Mr. HALE. So pointed an allusion has been 
made to the position which I occupy, that it seems 
due to myself and to the Senate that I should say 


| one word in vindication of the course which I have 


taken. This is the second occasion on the floor 
of the Senate, within a few days, on which [ have 
been either complimented or reproached—lI can 


| hardly say which—for standing alone. That was 


the very mission upon which I came. [ came 
here to stand alone, so long as that policy which 
the Government was pursuing was persisted in; 


_ and I shall continue to stand alone until different 


sentiments prevail in this body, or a revolution in 
public sentiment shall send different representa- 
tives upon this floor. That is my position, then; 
and whether it is an honor or reproach others may 
It is not for me to say whether it is honora- 


The Ronorable Senator from Kentucky seems to 
think that my course, if persisted in, would open 


| Pandora’s box, and let loose and rampant all man- 
| ner of evil upon society in the United States. 


What is the course which I[ adopted? Has.a 
syllable against the character of either of those 


| officers escaped my lips? Certainly not—not a 
|| syllable. 


When the subject came up, I said that 
could not, consistently with the convictions which 
I entertained, record my vote in favor of thanks 
to those officers. Sir, I may be a fanatic or a Mil- 
lerite; but I will not be a hypocrite. I will not 
thank officers for the agency which they have had 
in producing results which I loathe. No, sir. 
Whilst disapproving of the whole affair, I confess 
that I have not discrimination enough—I have not 
sufficient skill in splitting hairs—to enable me, 
without uneasiness, to denoynce the war asa war 
of robbery, as unconstitutional and unjust, as be- 
gun by the President, and at the same time thank 
the agents who have been engaged in carrying ov! 
this unjust and unconstitutional war. My fanat'- 


_cism does not enable me to make such subtle dis- 


tinctions as that; and all that I said, when l 
addressed the Senate for a few moments on that 
day, was, that I proposed to vindicate the pr~ 
priety of my conduct by a reference to history, 
showing, that on a similar occasion, a precedent 
had been furnished, which I thought I might safely 
follow. That precedent was presented in the con- 
duct of those who stood upon the side of justice, 
truth, liberty, and humanity, in the British Par- 
liament, when the gigantic power of that empire 
was exerted to crush the spirit of liberty here, then 
struggling forexistence. Chatham, Fox, Wilkes, 
Barré, and a host of learned dead then stood up, 
and with manly and truthful eloquence, denoune 

the arbitrary acts of power directed against the 
friends of freedom in this country; and what woal 


are in favor of war? What does the gentleman think || victory; would he have thanked him for suffering || we have thought of their sincerity and honesty~ 
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hat sentence would the moral sense of the world 
nave pronounced upon them, if, after they had thus 
genounced the administration and the war, they 
nad gone to the footstool of power, and bowed 
sown and thanked the agents that had been the 
‘ool of this tyranny and oppression? Had those 
jiystrious friends of liberty thus acted at thatday, 
| think, sir, their fame would have appeared in a 
very different light upon the pages of | 
.e honorable Senator has said, that in the course 
‘ | have taken, there is neither patriotism nor 





whiecli 
morality. 
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of history. But | 


I beg leave to tell him it ts a difference | 


of opinion, merely. Morality is a pretty general | 


term, 


and may cover a great many transactions | 


spout which there is difference of opinion; on that | 


there can certainly be no issue, as it is a mere 
yestion of Opinion. 


| ask if the doctrines promulgated by the honor- | 
able Senator from Kentucky are not those which | 


should receive the unqualified condemnation of the 
{merican Senate and the American people? What 


are they? They amount simply to this: that your | 


army isa great machine—a tool, without heart, 


without head, without reflection—nothing but one | 
great piece of animal mechanism; that the President, | 


standing at the head of the Administration, has 
but to give the word and it operates as he chooses; 
and that the thanks of the American people are 
jue to that army, irrespective of any considera- 
tions connected with the character of the duty 
which is assigned to itto perform. Suppose your 
President sends the army to this Senate to enact 
over the scenes Which occurred in England,, when 
Cromwell dissolved the Parliament, telling them 


that the kingdom of Christ had come, and he had | 
no need of such an assembly, would it then be | 
your duty to give thanks to the army, because | 


ithad obeyed the bidding of its master? Let me 
tell the honorable Senator that my reading of his- 
tory has taught me that there is great danger to be 
apprehended to any republic from the overshadow- 
ing influence of this military fame, which this Sen- 


ate is about to bolster up by this vote of thanks. | 


Has he forgotten the history of that period of the 
Roman republic when they elected their emperor 


in the camp, and then came to the Senate for its | 


ratification? What are the American people about 
todo? The camp has already elected your em- 
peror—your next President. ‘The decree has not 


yet been registered, but the thing is done. There, | 


| think, lies the danger. We have, it is true, many 
aspirants for public favor, but the camp has al- 
ready made the selection. The powers of the Con- 
stitution may be preserved this time, but no man 


knows how much longer they will be retained. | 


But whether that day may be more or less remote 
than many of us may imagine, when the camp 
comes here to ask the American Senate to ratify 
iis deed, they never shall have my thanks for any 
agency in transactions which my judgment con- 
demns. I do not say one word, beeause it is for- 
eign to my purpose, in regard to the character of 
those officers. I do not question their skill, their 
bravery, their judgment. I have not a word to 
say against them. I have not a single hostile feel- 
ing to them in my heart. Regarding them, how- 
ever,as the agents in transactions of which I wholly 
disapprove, | cannot thank them, because I cannot 
separate their instrumentality from the work in 
which they have been engaged. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 was not in my place the other 
day when the discussion of those resolutions was 
in progress, but if I had been, I should have re- 
garded it as unpardonable had I not said something 
reference to the sentiments which have formed 
the subject of the indignant comments of the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky. I am not surprised 
at the course pursued by the Senator from New 
Hampshire, nor can any one who heard his lan- 
guage to-day, be surprised. The whole secret 
of his opposition to the vote of thanks has at last 
discovered itself. He is afraid that the arm 
inay elect a President. He is afraid that the mili- 
lary excitement of the time may be so potent as 
to thrust some individual into the Presiderf®y who 
has acquired glory in this war, and in consequence 
of Which, a certain distinguished Senator from 
New Hampshire nominated for that very office, 
and who has accepted the nomination, might be 
excluded. It would be quite improper, then, to 
lame the Senator from New Hampshire for the 
ourse which be has adopted on this occasion. 
he Senator is quite right. He is acting upon the 

Principle of enlightened selfishness. The whole 
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| own defence, except traitor. 
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| speak, of course, within due bounds. 
| not to the course of any Senator. 





country will do justice to his motives, and he will 
descend to posterity as the most magnanimous 
statesman of modern times! Iam happy indeed 
to hear the frank and manly declaration which 
escaped the lips of the Senator from Kentucky—I 
will not say escaped by accident, for it was evi- 
dent that it was the language of his feelings and 
his understanding—the same language which is 
employed by the intelligence and patriotism of the 
people in all parts of the Union, whatever faction 
may have said, in all the accursed forms in which 
faction has arrayed itself before the country. The 
Senator from Kentucky has taken the ground 


boldly that this is a national war—the war of the. 


country—a war made by Congress and sanctioned 
in all the forms known to the Constitution, and 
that therefore every patriot in the land is bound to 
sustain it, especially such as are employed in arms 
for the national defence. It is no Presidential 
war, then, as some have asserted. It is no war 
gotten up for unholy and corrupt purposes. It is 
no unconstitutional war as some have argued, but 
it isa war declared by Congress, having every 
sanction that national legislation can give; a war 
which every patriot must sustain in its vigorous 


|| prosecution up to a glorious termination, and 


which none but traitors anywhere can oppose. | 
1 allude 
I speak but the 
language of history when I say, that in no age 
since civilization began, has there been any name 
for any man who opposed his country either in 
thought, word, or deed, when in arms for her 
That is the name 
by which the Senator would be known if he 
dared to act out the sentiments of his heart as 
manifested in the language which he has utter- 
ed to-day. The punishment of treason, in all 
countries, is death; and he who would act out 
these sentiments would incur that as his due re- 
ward. 1 doubt whether, in some parts of the 
country, the process of law would be waited for; 
and even in some districts of New England, I am 
inclined to think that a coat of tar and feathers, 
or, perhaps, the severer infliction of Lynch law 
would be administered. I am tired and sick of this. 
1 have been sufficiently wearied with it at home 
when reading newspaper accounts. I have been 
nauseated with it here. The whole country is 
indignant. ‘There is but one voice on the subject, 
except the small voice that is uttered by an unprin- 
cipled faction in New England. I say an **un- 


principled faction,’’ because it is a party gotten 


up for the purpose of bloodshed, delusion, and 
injustice—a party that cries ** peace, peace,’’ when 
the national honor is involved, and the country is 
armed in its defence; a party that cries out, ** Let 
us not shed the blood of the poor Mexicans—they 
have suffered enough injustice at our hands; let us 
make indemnity for the wrongs which we have 
perpetrated upon them.”’ 


1 should have been very much astonished if a_ 
| different course had been adopted by the Senator | 


from New Hampshire. 1 am nota very diligent 
reader of Abolition newspapers, but looking over 


one or two lately, | perceived that a person named | 


Garrison had been indulging in denunciations of 


the Senator from New Hampshire, because, in a | 
speech which he had made on this floor, he had || 
expressed some regret at being compelled to as- | 


sume the character of an Ishmaelite in this body; 


which, by the by, was not exactly the fact ull | 
now, for though it is true that his hands were | 
ainst every man, yet nobody noticed him. | 


owever, for that declaration, and for the expres- 
sion of the hope that nothing he had said would 
be regarded as offensive, the Senator from New 


Hampshire had been taken to task by Lloyd Gar- | 


rison, who had dénounced him as not being a 
Liberty man; that he was not worthy of the Presi- 
dency; and had asserted that his name ought to be 
sricken from the Liberty ticket. Well, the Senator 
from New Hampshire, having of course domestic 
business which called him to New England, lately 
went thither, and indulged himaelf in several gusty 
harangues, ip order to retrieve his character, and 
revive his claims to the Presidency. His course 
there entirely conciliated the whole Abolition party 
in New England; and with such motives to ener- 
getic action, f am not at all surprised that the Sena- 


tor has returned filled with new zeal and increased | 


animosity against this war, and that he should have 
made those rhetorical flourishes in which he had 
so freely displayed himself on this eccasion. 
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‘should have been very much astonished if he had 
pursued any other course. 
I will not detain the Senate long; but for the 
| purpose of showing that the Senator is a politic, 
judicious man, and that, though not at all am- 
bitious, he may, perhaps, twenty years hence— 
making capital so rapidly as he does on this great 
question—stand a good chance for the Presidency, 
and js using the most efficient means to improve his 
ultimate popularity, I will call atten@n to a few 
passages in a pamphlet which I have seen for the 
first time this morning. It was sent to me by a 
gentleman who informs me that it is in extensive 
circulation in New England, and is producing an 
extraordinary effect. Tt seems that it is circulated 
by another party, who are ambitious of obtaining 
the Liberty men as allies. I speak by the book 
when I say, that a distinguished Senator from New 
England, [Mr. Wessrer,} not now in his seat, 
did, in a place not far from Faneuil Hall, some 
months ago, openly recognize the Abolitionists as 
his political brethren, and besought them to unite 
with the Whig party in an approaching clection. 
I consider, then, the Whig party of New England 
and the faction controlled by the Senator from 
New Hampshire as standing on the same platform. 
Probably no reply will be attempted to what I say. 
It may be that I shall not be deemed worthy of 
notice by the distinguished Senator over the way, 
but that will not prevent me from noticing him— 
courteously and patriotically, | trast—and in such 
a manner as [ may think that notice at my hands 
is demanfed. Humble as my abilities may be, I 
recognize no superior here, so far as the State 
which I have in part the honor to represent is 
concerned. I am not at all surprised that New 
England should be visited with this pamphlet at 
this time, because the distinguished Senator from 
_ New England, first in Richmond, in commencing 
his famous southern tour, undertook to call this 
war in question, and afterwards, when he got 
_back to New England, held the same language, 
and asserted that it had been the settled judg- 
| ment of all nations, that the injustice of a war 
| most materially tarnished the lustre of arms. Has 
that been explained? Can it be explained or vin- 
dicated? It means what the Senator from New 
| Hampshire has more bodly said, using plainer 
| and more explicit language, but language not more 
unpatriotic than that to which I have just refer- 
| red—language which will not be less fiercely con- 
demned by posterity than that uttered on the oc- 
casion to which I have alluded by one of the most 
celebrated men of the Whig party, whose influence 
| has spread itself abroad through all lands, and has 
a most controlling effect in Mexico at the present 
| time, against his own country. The same senti- 
| ment has been again and again expressed by the 
| organ of the Whigs in this city—the National 
| Intelligencer. Every Whig paper in the country, 
with a few exceptions, has reéchoed it; and we 
i all recollect the expression in a certain speech 
delivered here—to which I allude in no spirit 
of unkindness—that if the speaker had been a 
Mexican as he was an American, he would have 
| welcomed our armies with bloody hands and hospi- 
_ table graves. Yet that speech was published, with 
editorial sanction, in almostevery W hig paper in the 
| country. When on my way hither, last winter, I 
saw in Louisvillea Whig paper—the organ of the 
| party in that city, the Louisville Journal—which 
eulogized and commended the speech in the warmest 
and most exalted termsofencomium. Whilst, then, 
there are many men in that party—a glorious band, 
of whom I am glad to recognize the distinguished 
Senator from Kentucky as the leader, who do re- 
spond to the sentiments which he had expressed 
this morning—patriots in heart and in deed, recog- 
_ nizing the noble maxim of Roman times, that it is 
| a sweet and glorious thing to die for one’s country; 
| whilst a great number of the members of the Whig 


party entertain such sentiments, there are many 
others who openly, or in their hearts, cherish sen- 
| ttments similar to those I have described, which 
|| they would dare to act out, if the majority of the 
pero would sanction them. In proof of what I 
ave said on this point, I will read a- few extracts 
from a pamphlet written by a member of the party 
|| of which the Senator from New Hampshire is the 
|| exponent here. It is said that— 
“A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.” 
‘By what name shall I designate the party of which 
| the gentleman from New Hampshire is the rep- 
resentative? Is it the Abolition or Liberty party? 


} 
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| 
| 
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that party that he expects to be foisted into the | 
White House. Oh! may Heaven preserve my | 
country from such a calamity as that! 


I say it | 
with no intention to insult the Senator, but be- 
cause he holds principles which, if carried out, 
would make this republic more infamous on the 
pages of history than any nation that has ever 
existed, The pamphlet isentitled ** Dick Crown- 
ingshield, th@@Assassin, and Zachary Taylor, the 
Soldier: the difference between them. By Henry 
C. Wright.” Itis now circulating in New Eng- 
land, under Whig sanction, and is written by a 
member of the Liberty party. 

Mr. HALE. Doves the gentleman mean to say 
that the author of that pamphlet is a member of 
the Liberty party? 

Mr. FOOTE. So I understand. 

Mr. HALE. That individual’s career in Eng- || 
land and this country is well known, He denies || 
the right of all human government whatever; and | 
there is no party which he denounces with more | 
severity and opprobrium than the Liberty party. | 
The honorable Senator from Mississippi is, there- | 
fore, mistaken in supposing that he is a member 

| 
| 





of that party. Itis not so. The honorable Sen- 
ator asks to what party I belong, and the name of | 
that party. [can tell him in a moment the origin 


of the movement which has made my name some- 
the position which I took about four years since. 


atives from the State of New Hampshire. At 
that time, the project of annexation was mooted 
in the House; and the Richmond Enquirer, then 
edited by the present editor of the Union, declared 
that any one expecting anything from the Admin- 
istration must not go against that measure. I did 
not expect anything from the Administration, but 
I opposed the measure; and, in a letter to my con- 
stituents, [announced my intention to vote against 
it, assigning the reasons which influenced me in 
the determination. ‘Thereupon, the progressive 
Democracy of New Hampshire came together and 
denounced me; and an issue was at once made in 
that State upon the question. That is the origin 
of the movement; and the Senator is at liberty to 
give it any name which will best suit his classifica- 
tion. But he is entirely mistaken as regards Mr. 
Wright, who is no more a member of the Liberty 
party than that Senator is, and probably looks on 
it with as much loathing as he does. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iam very glad to hear that he 
does. However, the pamphlet has been circulated 
by the Whigs of New England. The author may 
then be an Whig. 

Mr. HALE. 
take care of myself. 
themselves. 

Mr. FOOTE. Well, I do not understand the 
author to be strictly in correspondence with the 
Senator from New Hampshire, or that they are 
inhabitants of the same town or county. Indeed, 
people change their politics so readily nowadays, 
that it would be a little unsafe, perhaps, for the 
Senator to undertake to say what are the present 
political principles of Mr. Wright, with whom he 
is ashamed to bear any connection. 

Mr. HALE. No, I am not. 

Mr. FOOTE. Well, then he is the particular 
friend of the Senator from New Hampshire; and of 
one thing I am certain, that in my State such a 
pamphlet could not be allowed to circulate amongst 
the Whigs for a day. Such language as I am 
about to read, could not be uttered in the State in 
which I have the honor to reside, without hazard 
of life; nor could it, in my opinion, anywhere, 
where a high state of patriotism exists. Well, I will 
real a few delicious extracts from this pamphlet; 
and I hope that, if it be not a Whig esumad 


As I stand alone, I have only to 
The Whigs can take care of 


| upon Josep Waite.’ 


| 
| 
| fit. 
I was then a member of the House of Represent- | 
| 


ve 
| geon. 


what notorious in New Hampshire in regard to 
| 
| 
j 


awaiting their tial, Dick hung himself. 
tried, condemned, and hung. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Point Military Academy, and said to him, in substance : 
* Will you enlist into our service ?”’ 
Dick. “ What to do?” 
Knupps. * We wish to kill Joseph White.” 
Dick. “ What harm has he done to you ?”? 
Knapps. * None, save that by his life we are kept out of 


| the possession of property which we expect to inherit. We 


have no resources but to kill him.” 


Dick. “ But he is innocent of all evil intentions towards | 
| you?”? 


Knapps. “ We know he is; but his life is in our way, and 
we wish to get rid of him.” 

Dick. ** But would it be right to kill him ??? 

Knapps. “Give yourself no trouble about that. 
be responsible for the rightor wrong of the deed. 


We will 
If you en- 


| list to do it, you have nothing to do with that question.’’ 


Dick. © But suppose f think it murder?” 

Knapps. * Thatis our concern, not yours. If you enlist 
into our service, we wish you to enlist to do our pleasure, 
even though you think it to be murder.”’ 

Dick. * Who is to be benefited by his death?” 

Knupps. “ Ourselves, of course. We do not wish to kill 
him for his good, but solely for our own.” 


Dick. ** So, then, | am to understand that you wish to en- | 
list ime into your service, to kill an inaocent man, at your in- | 


stigution, and f.r your benefit ?”’ 
Knapps. © Tuat is our wish. Will you enlist?” 
Dick. “ What am t to get for doing the deed ?”’ 
Anupps. ** Ove thousand dollars.”’ 
Dicx. Do you wish ime to kill any others?” 
Knapps. “ Kill this one man, aud the money is yours, and 


we will discharge you from our service as soon as the deed | 


is done.”’ 


Dick. “ Well, [see no more wrong in enlisting into the 


service of two men to kill one, at their bidding and for their | 
bevefit, than in enlisting into the service of milions, called | 


a State, to kill thousands at their bidding and for their bene- 
So Lam at your service, and willexecute your pleasure 
‘The Kuapps furnished their recruit with a dirk and blud- 
At miduight, he entered the back window witha 
| dark lantern, crept up the front stairs, and entered the slecp- 


| ing chamber of Josep White. He was asieep. Dick siruck 


| him on his head with a club, then turned down the clothes 


and stabbed bim thirieen times in the region of his heart; | 


then covered him up, left the house, hid the bludseon under 
the door-steps of a church, and melted the dagger. Dick 
and the Knapps were taken up and imprisoned. While 
"he Knapps were 


What would you call Dick Crowningshield? 
ASSASSIN is the answer; and allavill insist toat this is the 
ouly pirase in the Eugli bh language that can truly designate 
his character and po ition. What would you call the 
Knapps? ‘The in-tigetors and prune movers in the deed— 
the EMPLOYERS OF a HIRED assassin. The relation between 
Crowningshield and the Knapps was that ofa hired assassia 


to his employers. The community would not endure the 


presence of the employers or the employed among them, aud | 


they put them all to death. 


ZACHARY TAYLOR—HIS EMPLOYERS—HIS BUSINESS. 


Tuere is a town in Mexico called Monterey. It contains 
say twenty thousand inhabitants, more or less. ‘Taey never 
injured the people of the United States, even in thought; yet 
their existence is opposed to their ambition, and lust of gold, 
and of oppression. 
terey. 
their agent~, the recruiting officers, go forth to eulist men 
into their service. They meet Zachary Taylor, and ask him, 
in substance: 

* Will you enlist into our service ?”’ 

Zachary. ** What do you wish me to do?” 


People. “ We wisi: you to kill the people of Monterey.” | 


Zach. ** What have they done ?”’ 

People. Oh! nothing; only their existence is opposed to 
our interests.”’ 

Zuch. * They are, then, innocent of all evil mtentions and 
actions towards you?” 

People. “ Yes; they never injured us, and never intended 
to injure us.?’ 

Zach. ** Why, then, do you wish to kill them ?”” 

People. “Simply and solely because they are in our way, 
and there is no other method to get rid of them.”? 

Zach. * Would it be right to kill them ?” 

People. “ That is our affair, not yours, We wish you to 
WRONG.” 


kill them?” 
People. “ Yes; if we bid you.” 


MURDER; must I do it?” 

People. “ Yes; if we bid you kill them. We wish to en- 
list none into our service as soldiers who are not willing to 
swear by the great God that they will kill any and all whom 
we bid them kill, even though they believe it would be mur- 





der.”’ : 

Zach. “How many do you wish me to kill?” 

People. “ No particular persons or number; but we wish 
to enlist you to butcher men by the day, till we have gained 
our end.” 





gentiemen will stop its circulation. ‘The gentle- 
man denies that it is a Liberty document. Who 
has had it circulated I am not prepared to say, 
but T think that it is perhaps intended to promote 
the Sendtor’s claims and those of Whig Presiden- 
tial aspirants generally, always excepting General 
Taylor. 

DICK CROWNINGSHIELD—HIS EMPLOVERS—HIS BUSINESS. 


Joseph White lived in Salem. He was old and rich. Joe 
and Frank Knapp lived in the same town. They coveted 
his property, and expected to inherit it at his death. The 
protracted life of Joseph White was considered by them as | 
opposed to their interests. They wished to destroy it. They 
called on Dick Crowningshield, a yeung man living in Sa- 





enlist into your service, to ki hwnan beings, without regard 
to their quill or innocence, at your bidding, and for your bene- 
fit. 
‘men, women, and children, at your discretion, even though 
I know they are innocent, and though I believe that to kill 
them would be murder ?” 

People. “ Yes; such is our wish.”’ 

Zach. “ But suppose I should enlist, and then should not 
be willing to kill all whom you command me to kill; and 
suppose I should wish to leave your service ?”” 


People. Once enlisted, you must do our bidding, or be 
killed yourself; and if you attempt to leave our service with- 
out our consent, we shall shoot or hang you.” 

Zach. “ How much money will you give me?” 

People. “Two hundred dollars a month.” 


A HIRED | 


They wish to destroy the towa ot Mon- | 
So, those who compose the United States, through | 


enlist to do our bidding, and kill whom we wish, RigHT or | 


Zach. * But suppose [ know them to be innocent; must I | 


Zuch. “ But suppose I believe that to kill them would be | 


Zach. “So, then, now T understand you. You wish me to | 


You wish me to swear by the Eternal that 1 will kill | 
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However this may be, it is on the shoulders of || lem, who had studied the art of human slaughterat the West \| Zach. “ Weil, the ministers and churches say war js 


right and Christian practice. If so, then itis right to enlist, 
7 ’ 


and when enlisted, to go for my employers, rivit or » rons 

So Lam your man. Henceforth I am ready to kill all yoy 

bid me kill, though I know them to be innocent, and thoy . 

I believe it would be murder.” ‘6a 
People. “You are the man forus. ‘Roun ann Reapy? 

is your name henceforth. We have work on hand at this 

|| mMoment.”? 

Zach. “ Name it, and it is done.” 

|| _ People. There is a town in Mexico called Monte 


Ss ; . rey, 
|, Go, slay its inhabitants, and destroy it.” : 
\| Zach. Give me the means, and the deed is done.» 
|| So the means are supplied by his employers. Now, be. 


\| hold Zachary before the devoted town. tis Sunday. ‘)),\, 

| is the day chosen by him to make the attack. See the seejeg 
enacted by Zachary, the soldier. He is acting as the azent 
of twenty millions. Had he bombarded that city asthe agent 
of two—how had he been the execration of mankind! ~ 


I will not detain Senators by reading any more 
extracts. 1 did not know that the time for takino 
up the special order had passed, or I should not have 
trespassed so long on the time of the Senate, 

SEVERAL Senators. Go on. 

Mr. FOOTE. I will, then, if the Senate wi! 
bear with me, read a few additional paragiaphs: 


Look at that nursery. See that mother watching her four 
little ones lovingly at play in ove corner. Zachary dis. 
charges a guu loaded with grape-shot at them; aud ina 
moment their limbs and bodies are torn to fragments, and 
tie mother sits amid their mangled remains. Lu another 
nursery is an infant sleeping in the cradle; the moticr sits 
by it rocking and singing its luliaby, Zachary hurl. a caunoy 
bad at that mo ber and infant, and tears Liem in pieces. 

Look iato that dining room. There are a tatier and 
mower and five children atthe dinuver table. A ball thrown 
by Zachary enters, and the father and children are torn aud 
killed around the surviving mother. ‘Dhere is a sel.oul- 
house. In itare seventy-five childten with their teacher, 
Zachary tarows a bomb--hell among them. it explodes, 
and tue torn limbs aud dead bodies o1 fifty of those citliren 
are strewed about, aud tueir teacher and COMpPAaNous are 
covered with their bluod = There is a daughter standing vy 
| her broken-hearted father to comfort and sustain him. 
Zachary hurls a canvoa ball at her, aud cuts her body ia 
two, and there she lics a mangled corpse betore her father, 
| * Porthe loveof Heaven spare that hou-e!” criesa young 
man to Zachary, as he is aiming a deadly missile ata par. 
| ticular dwelling. “I CARE NOT iF EVERY OTHER HOUSE IN 
‘TOWN 18 BLOWN TO ATOMS—but do not destroy that one.” 

Zuchury. * Wiatis your rea-on??? 

Youn: man. “ My betrothed lives there. She whom I love 
as my own soul.”’ 

Zuchary. * All love and domestic affections must be for. 
gotten here.”’ 

Young man. “ But po spare that one. 
compauions begs you to spare it.” 

Zuchury. © itis the bidding and for the interest of our em. 
ployers tuat that house and ail in it should be destroyed, 
We must go for our employers, RIGHT OR WRO\G.” 

Young mun. * O spare it! To what dingers is she whom 
[ love exposed! Think of the agouy [ must feel to find her 
a mangled corpse !”? 

Zuhary.—* Younz man, you seem to care nothing about 
the otuer houses, and are willing to see them ‘blown to 
atoms.’ Yot every vall and bomb-shell we throw tears to 
pieces some wite or husband, some pirent or child, some 
viother or sister, all of whom are objects of atiect:on w 
other-, aud their death eauses as much agony to surviving 
relatives as the death of your betrothed would to you. Ste 
mu-tdie. Suchis the bidding and pleasure of my employ- 
ers.”? 

A boimnb-shell is aimed at the house; and in an instant it 
is a heap of ruins. The she}! comes into the parlor where 
the parents and their children are assembled, aud explodes. 
| A ragged piece of iron strikes the young woman, and tears 
away ner head and shoulders. 

Says another eye-witness of the doings of Zachary: “It 
Was an awtul sight to look upon the dead—some shot with 
cannon balls and some with small shot; some with their 
heuds shit off—some with their lezs off—some with their 
bowels se.:tlered on the ground.”’ 
|| Says another eye-witness of another scene: Bodies of 
Mexicans were lying all about in every direction—some with 
their heads entire'y or part y shot off; others without le:s or 
arms; Others with their entrails torn out. I crept about on 
my hands and knees, and at every few paces I would come 
across dead bodies ; and at one place, I discovered the body 
of a beautiful Mexican girl STAKED through her heat.” 

The absve is substantially a truthful narrative of deeds 
perpetrated by him and his men in Monterey, and other 
towns in Mexico, at the bidding and for the benefit of hs 
religious, repubiicun employers.” 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If the Senator will per- 
mit me, | would beg leave to submit to him whether 
it is best to detain the Senate by reading more of 
that pamphlet. Enough has been given to enable 
us to judge of its character. I will hear the Sens- 
tor with a great deal of pleasure, but I think he 
ought not to occupy the time of the Senate by read- 


in mphlets. ye 
‘Mr. $OOTE. I know that this thing is dis- 
gusting, but having the sanction of the Whigs of 
New England, I thought that it might be agreea- 
ble more or less to the appetites of some gentlemen 
here. I feel that perhaps 1 owe some apology for 
|| occupying the attention of the Senate so long. 
do noi charge the Whig party with this pamphlet, 
| but I have quoted it in order to vindicate what has 


One of your own 





fallen from the Senator from Kentucky in opps! 
tion to the dangerous sentiments of the Senator 
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fom New Hampshire, presenting as it does a 
atriking illustration of the consequences to which 
guch sentiments naturally lead. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN again rose. 

Mr. CASS. 4 
motion? The Senator from Texas has the floor 
on the special order. ; 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, I will not detain the 


Senate. 


Mr. RUSK. So far as I am concerned, I de- 


«ire to say, that I have great pleasure in asking | 


5 
ie Senator from Kentucky to proceed. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


oa New Hampshire seems to have considered 
me to be guilty. I did not mean to say, sir, that 
the gentleman was without patriotism, or without 
morality. No, sir, notat all. | meant only to con- 
yest the proposition which he laid down, and on 
which his objections to this vote of thanks rested, 
and on which they could alone stand. It was in ref- 


erence to that proposition, and not the sincerity of | 


the honorable gentleman, that my remarks were 
made; and it was very far from my intention, in- 
deed, to make any such charge as that he was 


wanting in morality or patriotism. The sentiments | 


which the honorable gentleman entertained are of 
sich a peculiar character, that one can hardly fall 
into the error of supposing that they are entertain- 
ed from selfish motives. ‘The gentleman must be 
suicere, and [ do not doubt that he is sincere; and 

| assure him, that no personality was intended by 
me. 
[am alittle apprehensive that the Senator from 
Mississippi may have understood me as going a 
lle furgger than I designed to be understood as 
going inrelation to this war. I think I told you, at 
the commencement of nvy remarks, that I was not 
one of those who approved of this war—not at all. 
But | said that the war, by the act of Congress, 
had become a national war. It was war according 
w law; and I had supposed that the great principle 
of republican government consists in the combina- 
tion of the strength and power of the whole com- 
munity in executing the laws passed by the major: 
ity of that community; that lam as much bound 
to respect the law passed in reference to this war 
as [am in respect to any law that imposed duties 
or taxes, or regulated the conduct of citizens of the 
United States. With respect to any of those laws, 
the liberty of discussion, under the Constitution, 
and according to every principle of republican gov- 
ernment, is free and unlimited. It is upon that 
condition that every citizen of the republic agrees 
toconform himself to, and be governed by, the ma- 
jority, however repugnant to his own opinions 
may be the decisions of the majority. ‘This free- 
dom of discussion is the ground on which each and 
every individual may infer on entering into the so- 
cial compact, that he may safely and cheerfully 
agree to obey whatever law the majority passes 
whilat discussion is left free; or, in the words of 
Mr. Jefferson, that error may be tolerated whilst 
reason is left free to combat it. That is the prin- 
ciple of republican government. I do not hold 
that loppose the war because I discuss and ex- 
amine and reason, in order to prove to you 
that the law ought to be repealed or pode or 
modified, so as to put an end to this war. Itis 
with respect to that law as it is in the case of 
every other law. Every constitutional law claims 
the obedience of every man, no matter whether it 
ve according to his wishes or not. It claims his 
obedience. But it leaves him free to discuss it. 
It leaves him free to endeavor, in the exercise of 
all his constitutional rights, to have the law re- 
pealed, no matter whether it relates to peace or 
war; and the right is equally perfect in regard to 
‘te one as the other. Circumstances may mod- 
ly, the exigencies of the country may control, 
‘he exercise of this right; but his constitutional 
right as a man and a citizen is to discuss the law 
luilly. He ought to do so, because he is bound to 
vey implicitly, Thatismy doctrine. Ido nothold 
that because a man disapproves of this war and in 
that sense opposes it—that he is with one hand 
endeavoring to support the law as a national law, 
whilst with the other he exercises his right to put 
an end to that state of things, he makes an oppo- 
sition to the war, which in any true sense of it can 
be regarded as unpatriotic. Some gentlemen run 
into the idea—and it seems to me that my friend 
from Mississippi inelines to the belief—that any 
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Is the Senator going to make any | 















I do not intend to pro- 
act this debate, but I desire to acquit myself of | 
personality of which the honorable Senator | 





degree of disapprobation of the war, every species 
| of opposition to it, betokens a want of patriotism 

or of courage, or of something that belongs to hon- 
orable and patriotic men. : 

Mr. FOOTE. I thought that | used the most 
explicit language. I have uniformly used the same 
language, and it is now on record, upholding free- 
dom of debate and discussion. But I have said, 
and repeat it now, that whenever speeches are 
made anywhere in the United States evidently 
intended to circulate in Mexico—calculated to en- 
courage the enemy of the country—those speeches 
are stamped with treachery to the country. Tam 
not to be understood, however, as in the slightest 
degree trenching on the freedom of debate. The 
Senator from New Hampshire is bound to express 
his sentiments if he entertains them. I only de- 
plore his condition, being impelled by the peculiar 


character of his intellect to adopt such sentiments. | 


lam not willing to shackle even him, certainly not 
any other person. But I see frequently newspaper 
articles which are intended to circulate in Mexico, 
giving “aid and comfort’’ to the enemy; and 
speeches have been made which we know to have 
had the same effect. All know this. It is a part 
of the history of the country, and I challenge de- 
nial of the statement that itis so. In my opinion, | 
for making such speeches, the punishment of hang- 
ing, if the law allowed it, should be inflicted. I 
hope I am understood now. I hope the Senator 
from Kentucky will do me justice. I know it is 
one thing simply to declare that the war.is unjust 
and to seek the repeal of the law, and another to 
become a traitor to the country, in a moral point of 
view, by such overt acts in favor of the enemy as 
those to which I[ have alluded. Let it also be un- 
derstood that I charge nothing of the kind upon | 
the Senator. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I regret that this debate 
has taken this excursory direction, passing entirely 
beyond the point to which I supposed it would be 
limited in the first instance, otherwise I should not 
have felt called upon to obtrude any remarks of 
mine upon the attention of the Senate. I believe 
that the honorable Senator is of too liberal a spirit 


patriotism, much less to a great party like that of | 
the Whigs. He disclaims any such imputation 
with respect to them, if I understood him. What, 
sir! do tlre Whig party want patriotism? and shall | 
the Whig party, in retaliation, charge the Demo- 
cratic party with a want of patriotism? Then 
who, in the name of all that is virtuous, has patri- 
otism in this wide republic? 
The gentleman imposes another limitation upon | 
this right of discussion in relation to the war, | 
which it seems to me cannot be maintained. I 
may speak the more freely on this subject, inas- 
much as that, though my opinions on the war 
have not been withheld, it has not been my lot to 
participate so largely in the discussion as many | 
others have, and | doubt whether in all the archives 


to the city of Mexico, one sentence, line, or word, 
of any poor remarks that ever I made here can be 
found. And I am equally well assured that no 
remarks of my Whig associates or Democratic 
associates have been made for any such purpose of | 
encouragement to Mexico or Mexicans. These 
remarks have been made in the exercise of their 
constitutional rights here, for the benefit of our | 
own country, by the discussion of a matter involv- 
ing the interests of our country. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iam very sorry to interrupt the 
Senator. But I had no reference to speeches made 
here. I alluded to speeches made in various parts 
of the United States—deliberately made to crowds 
assembled, for the purpose of being indoctrinated, | 
and which the speaker knew would operate in. 
Mexico, and therefore meriting all the denunci- 
ations which | heaped upon them; and I only 
regret that my powers of sarcasm are not adequate | 
to the work of stigmatiz‘ng them as they deserve. | 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. [accept the explanation 
of the gentleman. I thought he had reference to 
speeches here and elsewhere. It seems that he had | 
not reference to speeches here. Now, that might | 
be his limitation of the doctrine; but since I am 
upon the subject, allow me to say, that I know 


now advocating the doctrine. We are told that | 
this war with Mexico has been inflamed—that the | 
obstinacy of the Mexican people has been increased | 
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Whigs, and Whig newspapers. That is boldly 
affirmed every day. The liberty of speech is cen- 
sured. Weare told by these same presses, that 
instead of exercising the rights of honorable gen- 
tlemen, and those which appertain to the more 
dignified and important character of representa- 
tives, we ought to be silent in regard to a matter 
in which the interests of the country are concerned, 
and follow in mute submission, whatever is done 
by the Executive of the Government. 

Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator will allow me to 
interrupt him again fora moment, | would state 
thata Tisldenished member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives from the State of Kentucky has re- 
ceived a letter from General Marshall, stating the 
fact that we might have had a treaty of peace but 
for the speech of a distinguished citizen of Ken- 
tucky, with certain resolutions, which induced the 
leading men of Mexico to wheel about, and raised 
a universal expectation of a pronunciamento by 


| which Mr. Polk would be turned out of the White 


| can deny it. 


House, and a certain distinguished gentlemen from 
Kentucky be brought in, from whom such a peace 
could be obtained as would accord with their no- 
tions of justice and humanity. I state this asa 
matter of fact. We all know that this kind of in- 
telligence circulates freely in Mexico. No man 
I did not charge any bad intentions 
at all to the distinguished gentleman in Kentucky 
who made the speech, but the effect has been pro- 
duced by it which was predicted at the time by 
myself and thousands of others. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do not doubt that such 


' a letter had been written, and that such is the opin- 


| ion entertained by the writer. 


The gentleman is 


| well known, and with him I have always sus- 


tained the most friendly relations; but, although 
1 do not know what effect his military career may 
have had, his politics were of the severest and most 
heated character when he went to Mexico. I pre- 
sume he retains those opinions, and is therefore 


| very ready, from his political bias, to place upon 


himself lightly to impute to others any want of || 


of Mexico, from the fortress of San Juan de Ulua || 


any act of the honorable gentleman alluded to— 


| one of my most distinguished fellow-citizens, Mr. 


Clay—we need not conceal his name—an unfavor- 
able construction. It is quite likely that General 
Marshall may have entertained the opinion that 


| we should have had a peace before now had it not 


been for Mr. Clay’s speech; but I put it in all can- 
dor to the honorable Senator from Mississippi to 
say whether a speech delivered by Mr. Clay in 
November last in Kentucky has found such access 
to the mind of Mexico as to present 

Mr. FOOTE. Ido believe that his magnetic 
influence may have been as great as that described. 
The Mexicans are a peculiar people—semi-bar- 
barous—accustomed to pronunciamentos, and, of 
course, judge our country by their own. I judge, 
from the evidence before me, that they expect a 
pronunciamento here, which I think, though, they 
will expect a long time before it shall occur. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I am glad that my hon- 
orable friend from Mississippi cannot say that he 
believes that it is so. He is very ingenious in 
giving reasons why it might possibly have been 
so; but he is not quite satisfied that it is so; and 





| how can he—how can any man believe that a few 


| Mexico? 


scraps of newspapers, and a handbill or two, 
placed in the great scales of peace and war in Mex- 
ico, really turned the balance and inclined them 
in the favor of war? Why, what do we know of 
We know that the leading men want 
peace. They cannot make peace, and why? Be- 
cause the masses of the people have become ex- 
asperated against us, and those holding the reins 


_of government dare not, for fear of popular ven- 


well that that is not the limitation put by presses || 


} 


geance, make peace. The great masses of the 
Mexican people cannot read—they know nothing 
about our speeches, and nothing about our parties, 
and yet they are the people thatare for war. They 
are the exasperated people that insist, madly in- 
sist, on continuing this contest. That is the 
account which I receive. That is the general tone 
of all the accounts. It is natural and reasonable. 
But the idea is absurd, that the people of Mexico, 
with patriotic feelings as strongly felt as in our 
own case, should be like a weathercock, moved by 


|| an article in a newspaper—a speech in Massachu- 


setts or Kentucky—or any process of logical rea- 
soning. Yet it is put forward to the public as 
having an effect of that kind, and that is insisted 
upon for the purpose of controlling and regulating 
our conduct and opinions here. Well, I trust that 


by their knowledge of what is said and done by |! { am incapable ia any circumstances of making a 
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speech that can be justly, or truly, or in any par- 
ticular sense, considered as hostile to my country. 
I trust that, having the liberty of free and full 
discussion, whenever and wherever I think that 
my duty requires its exercise, or it is my pleasure 
to use it, | shall freely exercise it. ‘That is the | 
reason, sir, why I boast that 1am an American | 
ciuzen—why we all boast that we are American 
citizens. tut the moment we have a war, we are 
to be silent; and the more questionable may be the 
character of that war, the more stringent is to be 
the denial of the right of freedom of speech! Why, 
sir, that is the very time when we ought to speak 
out. If Mexico is so sensitive to the principles 
and opinions upon which we act, and by which 
we are governed in this country, she ought to know 
this, that however we may question, in our legisla- 
tive capacity, the justice and propriety of this war, 
80 long as it continues—so long as it is a national 
war, made so by our laws, everybod y—those who 
think it just, and those who think it unjust, unite | 
their strength to carry it On; that the strength of 
the whole 1s to execute the will of the majority. 
That is the fundamental principle of our Govern- 
ment, and that Mexico ought to know. What 
**comfort,’’? then, can Mexico derive from our 
questioning the propriety of the war? If she knew 
how to estimate it aright, she will see the most 
formidable of all enemies in that very community 
which, while its members discuss the propriecy 
of anything, they fully unite in their combined 
strength in executing whatever the will of the ma- 
jority may determine. And that is what Mexico 
must know and learn, if she reada to any advan- 
tage what we say and publish. But the effort of 
certain portions of the press has been to enforce 
silence on this whole subject, to control us by a 
sort of new-made editorial sedition-law! A few 
scraps of newspapers have been found in Mexico, 
and oh! forsooth, what swelling trades of trea- 
son—treachery—combinations of our own coun- 
trymen against our own country and in favor of 
Mexico! Can anything be more palpable, sir, | 
than the outrageous violation of liberty of discus- 
sion and freedom of the press which is thus dis- | 
played? 

| regret that I have trespassed so long on the 
time of the Senate. I believe that I owe you an 
apology. I rose simply to make a few remarks 
on this resolution, from which we have so far de- | 
parted, that it has almost been forgotten. I hope | 
the question will be taken on the resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senate will | 
not expect that I intend to enter into this discus- | 
sion. Indeed, I regret that the discussion has been | 
thought necessary by any one; and | hope, with | 
the Senator from Kentucky, that we will return | 
immediately to the resolution from which we never 
should have wandered. It should be allowed to | 
remain on the ground assumed, a simple vote of 
thanks, in which the justice of the war, its policy, | 
the wisdom of the legislature on the subject, can- 
not, with any propriety, be at all invelved. Offi- 
cers have no other right than to refuse to obey an 
unconstitutional order. ‘The power to declare war | 
was vested by the Constitution in the Congress of | 
the United Stases, and when they declared the war, 
it cannot be unconstitutional. The officer obeys | 
the order he receives as an executive officer, and, 
upon the vote of thanks, involving only the con- 
sideration whether he has faithfully discharged his 
duty, we might expect the union of which the | 
Senator from Kentucky has spoken—the union of 
the whole country on a question which has but | 


two aides-—the side of our country, and the side of || 


the foreigners with whom we are at war. Party 
lines cannot enter into the consideration of such 
a question, whilst patriotism exists. ‘There may | 
be a faction—there will be a faction—in all times 
there has been a faction, that would raise its croak- 
ing voice, when the people, with one accord, send | 
up their paans of thanks or prayers for success. | 
Yes, sir, the American people, rejoicing over their | 
independence, just acquired—exulting in the pos- 
session of civil hberty, at the close of our Revolu- 
tion, returned their thanks to Almighty God, who 
had held them in the hollow of his hand, and yet, 
in the emphatic and classic language of Patrick 
Henry, one croaker was found whose discordant 
voice attempted to disturb the harmony. The 
good sense of that day turned in loathing and dis- 
gust away. Why not do so now? Why shall 
we pause to enter into this long discussion about 
foregone conclusions before the question was | 
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in a resolution of thanks to gallant officers? If so, | 
and if the great result which has been deprecated is 
to come, and the army is to make your President, I 
would rather receive him from them than from the 
hands of fanatics. But here stands a soldier whose | 
life has been wholly devoted to his country—whose | 
services accumulating one by one, have become a 
pyramid, as beautiful for its simplicity as it is 
sublime for its grandeur—one which can stand like 
the commemorative monument of Bunker Hill, a 
plain and noble obelisk, with its head amid the 
clouds, and despising the assaults of the creeping 
things that craw] around its base! 

I trust that the feelings of gallant men will not 
be assailed when the country comes to thank them 
for services done to the whole country. I trust, 
sir, that the Senate will no longer engage in a dis- 
cussion, not one point of which bears upon the 


croaking there may be to disturb the harmony of 
the people’s thanks, we will test the question by a 
vote of the Senate, allowing those who refuse to 
yield their thanks to the gallant soldier to go before 
the country in the issue. 


question at issue; and that, leaving whatever 4 
| 


Mr. HALE asked for the yeas and nays on the | 


passage of the joint resolution, and they were or- 
dered. 

The question was then put, and decided as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bad- 


ger, Bagby, bell, Benton, Berrien, Bradbury, Ureese, Bright, | 
Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, | 


Crittenden, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Downs, Felch, Foote, Greene, 


Houston, Huater, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisi- || 
ana, Johnsorw of Georgia, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Moor, | 


Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Spruance, Sturgeoa, Turney, Upham, 
Westcott, and Yulee—47. 

NAY—Mr. Hale—l. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the vote on the pas- 
sage of the resolution in relation to General Scott 
was reconsidered, with a view to give Senators not 
in their seats at the time of taking the question an 
opportunity to record their names. 

The motion having been agreed to, the question 


was again puton the passage of the resolution, and || 


decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bad- Hi 


ger, Bagby, Bell, Benton, Berrien, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, 
Butier, Cameron, Cass, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Daygon, Dick- 


inson, Dix, Downs, Felch, Foote, Greene, Hannegan, | 
Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisi- | 


ana, Johnson of Georgia, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Moor, 
Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, West- 
cott, and Yulee—46. 

NAY—Mr. Hale—1. 


It being near three o’clock when the resolutions 


| were disposed of, the special order was postponed, 


and the Senate proceeded to the consideration of ex- 
ecutive business; and, after some time spent there- 
in, adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuourspay, February 17, 1848. 

The SPEAKER presented certain testimony 
taken at New York, relating to th® contested elec- 
tion for the sixth Congressional district of the 
State of New York. Referred to the Committee 


| of Elections. 


Mr. SAWYER, by leave, introduced a bill to 
remove the land office from Upper Sandusky to 
Defiance, in the State of Ohio. Read and referred 


| to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. CONGER, by leave, from the Committee 
on Printing, to which was referred the report and 
maps of Lieutenant Emory, containing the report 
of Captain Cook, the report and maps of Lieuten- 


_ant Abert, and the journal of Captain Johnson, 


reported the following resolution : 


Resolved, That 10,000 extra copies of each of said reports | 


be printed for the use of the Housé; and that of said num- 
ber, 250 copies be furnished for the use of Lieutenant Emory, 
Captain Cook, and Lieutenant Abert, respectively. 


Mr. HENLEY wished to obtain the ear of the 


House for a moment, while he stated, in connec- | 
tion with this resolution, the fact, that all questions | 
referred to the Committee on Printing should be | 
reported on immediately after they were referred | 


and examined. If not, the consequence would 
frequently be a great loss to the Government; for, 


when the documents were submitted to the House, |, 
before the. committee had time to examine the | 


question of printing, the usual number were order- | 
| been expended, he supposed three hundred - 


ed, printed, and, before the committee had opportu- 
nity to report, the composition might bedistributed; 


raised? Must President-making, too, be involved || and the consequence was, when the Committee on 


ae Feb. 17, 


| Printing afterwards reported in favor of an eXtra 

number, the House were obliged to pay for addj 
tional composition. What he proposed was that 
_ the House should now adopt a rule, of which a 
had given previous notice, similar to that Which 
was in force with reference to the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, and one other committee, at jeast— 
that it should be in order for the Committee on 
Printing to reportatany time. It would not inter. 
fere with the business of the House, and would as 
he had before said, save a large amount of money 
which would otherwise be paid for additional com. 
position when the matter had already been taken 
down. 

The question on the passage of the resolution 
reported by the Committee on Printing was put 
and the resolution was agreed to. . 

The question was then put on the motion of Mr. 
Hen ey, and it was agreed to. 


| Mr. PALFREY asked leave to offer the follow. 


| ing resolution; which was objected to: 


| Resolved, (as the sense of this House,) That the war now 
| waging by the United States against the Republic of Mexico 
ought forthwith to cease. 
| Resolved, (as the sense of this House,) That such an 
amount of money, and no more, ought to be placed at the 
disposal of the Executive government, for the land and naval 
| forees of this Republic now within the territory and on the 
| coasts of Mexico, as will be a sufficient and liberal provision 
| for the return of said forces to the United States. 


THE LOAN BILL. 
|| On motion of Mr. STEPHENS, the House re. 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
|| state of the Union (Mr. Borts, of Virginia, in the 
chair) on the bill to authorize a loan not to exceed 
|, the sum of $18,500,000. 
| The question pending when the comméee rose 
|| yesterday was onagreeing to the amendment moved 
y Mr. Hatt, of New York, viz: to amend the 
lst section by adding, between the words “ so bor. 
|| rowed shall’’ and the words ‘ be applied,” &c., the 
words ‘ on being first duly appropriated therefor,” 
| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 
| ‘The question was then put on the second amend- 
| ment of Mr. Hatt, viz: strike out the words “which 
stock,’’ near the end of the Ist section, and insert, 
in lieu thereof, the words “ and the stock issued on 
such loan.’’ Agreed to. 
|| Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, moved to add at 
|| the end of the Ist section, the following: “ And no 
| certificate of stock shall be issued under this act 
until the President shall have nominated and the 
Senate confirmed three commissioners, fully au- 
thorized to negotiate a treaty of peace with the 
Mexican Government, on principles of reciprocal 
|| justice to both countries.”’ 
Mr. KING remarked, that he was desirous of 
drawing the attention of the House to the amend- 
| ment which he had proposed. It simply provided 
| that the President iukh with the advice of the 
| Senate, appoint three commissioners to treat with 
| Mexico on terms of reciprocal justice. When the 
| war commenced, nearly two years ago, we were 
'| told that this war was to bring upon us a peace in 
| three months. Now, at the end of more than 
|| twenty months, we were as far from peace, appa- 
|| rently, as we were then. He wanted the country 
‘| to make some demonstration that it is in earnest 
1 upon this subject—that we are determined to have 
a peace on some fair and honorable terms. 
We were told, some two years ago, that “ the 
| heart of this great nation must be prepared for 
war;’” and the heart of this great nation had been 
prepared for war. The Executive did. not dare 
wage a war with our equal, Great Britain, but 
commenced a war with poor, feeble Mexico. The 
heart of this great nation must be prepared for 
‘war! It appeared to him that the burning thirst 
of this great nation, by this time, must be slak 
with the blood which had been shed in this wat. 
From the official reports, we were informed that 
more than twenty thousand Mexicans had either 
been killed or wounded in the prosecution of this 
war, and nearly seven thousand Americans. 
Surely this should be enough. But if this was 
not enough of blood to slake the burning thirst of 
this great people, let us add to it the tears of 
scores of thousands of widows and orphans, 
friends of those who had perished, miserably per 
ished, in this most miserable war. And if it was 
necessary also to take into the account, to 
this horrid of war, the treasure which had 
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|| lions of dollars would not be an over-estimate; 
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